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I am e[cited to be here this morning, with \ou all, because toda\ we get to do something special, something that
speaks to the ver\ core of our identit\ as believers in and followers of Jesus Christ.

Toda\ we will commission one of the families of our church to return to Indonesia and continue their work and
their calling as missionaries. In just a bit we¶ll invite them up to share a little of their stor\, and then we¶ll pra\ for
them and bless them as the\ prepare for their departure, hopefull\ and Lord willing sometime in the ne[t few
weeks.

But before we get to all that, I want to take a few minutes to talk about wh\ we as a church ³send missionaries´
out into the world. Wh\ do we encourage and equip individuals and families to uproot their lives and replant
themselves in places and among people who don¶t know ver\ much about Jesus or what it means to be saved b\
Him? Wh\ do we send and support so man\ of our own beloved friends and famil\ to live halfwa\ across the
world, building new relationships, and seeking opportunities to share the Gospel of Christ?

³Missions´ and the sending of missionaries is a practice that is often misunderstood, and quite honestl\ gets a lot
of bad press (and if we¶re honest, some of that bad press is deserved). And to be sure, there is plent\ about this
thing called ³missions´ that is ver\ odd. If \ou¶re joining us this morning and \ou¶re not a believer in Jesus, \ou
ma\ think this is all prett\ weird. And even if \ou are alread\ a Christian, it is entirel\ possible that missions is
one of those things that \ou¶ve never reall\ understood and that \ou mostl\ hope no one ever asks \ou to get too
involved in.

M\ hope is that I can provide ever\one with a little clarit\ what we mean when we talk about missions, and wh\ it
can be a good, transformative, profoundl\ beautiful thing. And no matter where \ou¶re at toda\, whether \ou're
not sure what \ou think about Christiant\ or \ou¶ve been a Christiain for 50 \ears, getting a better perspective on
missions ± on evangelism, or sharing the stor\ of Jesus with others ± is important, because ultimatel\ we believe
missions is something God invites ever\one to be a part of. Because at its most basic, fundamental level,
³missions´ is simpl\ and jo\full\ embracing the command to Well eYeU\RQe, eYeU\ZheUe, eYeU\WhiQg \RX caQ
abRXW GRd.

It¶s about e[pressing how good, how glorious, and all the reasons we have to rejoice about who God is and how
He loves us. When we are properl\ engaged in missions, we are drawing people¶s attention to Jesus. It¶s not
forcing our culture upon another, or requiring worship to look and sound a specific wa\. It¶s not about growing the
number of Evangelical Free Churches, or setting Christians up as heroes of the world.

When we participate in missions, whether right here in Manhattan or around the world, all we reall\ want to do is
seek out opportunities to Well eYeU\RQe, eYeU\ZheUe, eYeU\WhiQg Ze caQ abRXW GRd. Because He is too good and
loving and wonderful to keep to ourselves. And it is that passion to share something so incredible with the world
that drives our desire to engage in mission.
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We could easil\ confirm this conviction about missions from almost an\ book of the Bible. All of Scripture
speaks to the calling to share what we know about God with the world. But this morning we¶re going to focus and
reflect on how this call to tell others is given to us from Psalm 96.

1 SLQJ WR WKe LRUd a QeZ VRQJ; VLQJ WR WKe LRUd, aOO WKe eaUWK.
2 SLQJ WR WKe LRUd, SUaLVe KLV QaPe; SURcOaLP KLV VaOYaWLRQ da\ afWeU da\.
3 DecOaUe KLV JORU\ aPRQJ WKe QaWLRQV, KLV PaUYeORXV deedV aPRQJ aOO SeRSOeV.

Psalm 96 (NIV)

Vv. 1-3 urge all the people of God to«

« Well eYeU\RQe, eYeU\ZheUe, eYeU\WhiQg Ze caQ abRXW GRd.

Our songs should be full of wonder, our testimonies full of praises and gratitude, and our da\-to-da\ stories be
packed with witness to the ama]ing things God has done in our lives. How has He saved us? How has he changed
us? And how might He do the same sort of things in the lives of ever\ single person we meet.

Because make no mistake, this song we sing these truths we share are for ever\one ± all the earth, all the nations,
all the peoples. The marvelous deeds and the offer of salvation from our incredible God are meant to reach the
ears and change the hearts of ever\one, ever\where, no e[ception. No one should get left out.

This all-encompassing command to share the marvelousness of God is wh\ Christians all over the world send
members of their church communities to different parts of the world. It is wh\ we have missionaries living and
sharing the Gospel in Africa, South Asia, Indonesia, Central Europe, and the Caribbean. It¶s wh\ we shout for jo\
that the Christians living in places like Bra]il, South Korea, India, and the Philippines have sent tens of thousands
of missionaries in the last decade to places that Christians from other parts of the world could never hope to gain
access to.

Whether we end up sharing the Gospel across the world or across the street, sharing the stor\ of God¶s salvation
and declaring God¶s glor\ is absolutel\ something we¶re all called and commanded to do. In v2, where it sa\s ³
SURcOaLP KLV VaOYaWLRQ da\ afWeU da\´ ± that word ³proclaim´ translates a Hebrew verb that was used to describe
³WKe dXW\ Rf a KeUaOd ZKR SUecedeV WKe YLcWRU WR bULQJ a UeSRUW WR WKRVe ZKR ZaLW fRU JRRd QeZV Rf WKe baWWOe.´

And we live in a world waiting for Good News. Longing for it. Starving for it. And so we go, to our neighbors, to
our famil\, to our friends, to our communit\, to far awa\ countries and immerse ourselves in beautiful cultures in
order to share with all people and all nations the marvelous deeds of God.

The first three verses of Psalm 96 are an Old Testament anticipation of a New Testament command, the mission
Jesus would one da\ give to his first followers, a mission that has been passed down to us:

8 TKeQ JeVXV caPe WR WKeP [KLV fROORZeUV] aQd VaLd, ³AOO aXWKRULW\ LQ KeaYeQ aQd RQ eaUWK KaV beeQ JLYeQ WR
Pe. 19 TKeUefRUe JR aQd PaNe dLVcLSOeV Rf aOO QaWLRQV, baSWL]LQJ WKeP LQ WKe QaPe Rf WKe FaWKeU aQd Rf WKe SRQ

2



aQd Rf WKe HRO\ SSLULW, 20 aQd WeacKLQJ WKeP WR Rbe\ eYeU\WKLQJ I KaYe cRPPaQded \RX. AQd VXUeO\ I aP ZLWK
\RX aOZa\V, WR WKe YeU\ eQd Rf WKe aJe.´

Matthew 28 (NIV)

So what do we share? What sort of news do we pass on? What will the missionaries we commission toda\ tell
their neighbors and friends in Indonesia, even as we continue to tell our friends and neighbors the same sort of
things here in Manhattan?

According to vv4-6, Ze Well eYeU\RQe, eYeU\ZheUe, eYeU\WhiQg Ze caQ abRXW Whe gUeaWQeVV Rf GRd.

4 FRU JUeaW LV WKe LRUd aQd PRVW ZRUWK\ Rf SUaLVe; Ke LV WR be feaUed abRYe aOO JRdV.
5 FRU aOO WKe JRdV Rf WKe QaWLRQV aUe LdROV, bXW WKe LRUd Pade WKe KeaYeQV.
6 SSOeQdRU aQd PaMeVW\ aUe befRUe KLP; VWUeQJWK aQd JORU\ aUe LQ KLV VaQcWXaU\.

Psalm 96

No matter where \ou go on this earth, people are looking for something greater than themselves to put their hope
in. It¶s a strange, common human \earning: we know we have limitations, we know we are mortal, we know this
world is a dangerous place, and we know something is terribl\ wrong, so we look be\ond ourselves for something
or someone to save us.

The conviction of Christians, of those who have encountered God the Father, who believe in the love and sacrifice
of Jesus Christ, and who have been filled with the Hol\ Spirit is this: we know and have found the One who is
worth\ of our hope. Our mission is to pull peoples e\es and hearts and devotions awa\ from all lesser things and
show them the splendor and majest\ and strength and glor\ of God.

The Lord made the heavens. The Lord made the earth. The Lord made \ou, and He made me. The Lord made ±
through the life, death, and resurrection of His Son, Jesus ± a wa\ for us to enjo\ eternal life. There is nothing
above His greatness. He is the One that we all long for.

So we share the stories of His greatness. How He is strong when we are weak. How he is comforting when we are
wounded. How He is forgiving when we are wrong. How He is loving when we do things we think ought to make
us unlovable.

I¶d challenge each of \ou to consider: if someone were to ask \ou, ³what do \ou think makes God so great´, how
would \ou respond? What stor\ from \our own life would \ou choose to share about how God turned out to be
greater than an\thing or an\one else \ou¶ve ever looked to for hope? I¶d encourage \ou to write that stor\ down.
Because sharing that sort of thing is not just for those we send out as professional/vocational ³missionaries´...this
is for each and ever\ one of us who loves the Lord.

And for those of \ou still seeking, still tr\ing to decide what \ou think about God or Christianit\, this is an
invitation to \ou: ask some of our believers here what the\ think. How has God showed up in their lives? We¶re
commanded to be read\ to tell \ou about these things. So, please, ask us for a stor\. I hope and pra\ \ou¶ll find
man\ so happ\ and so read\ to share.
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As we go to the Psalm we also find that we are to Well eYeU\RQe, eYeU\ZheUe, eYeU\WhiQg Ze caQ abRXW giYiQg
glRU\ WR GRd.

7 AVcULbe WR WKe LRUd, aOO \RX faPLOLeV Rf QaWLRQV, aVcULbe WR WKe LRUd JORU\ aQd VWUeQJWK.
8 AVcULbe WR WKe LRUd WKe JORU\ dXe KLV QaPe; bULQJ aQ RffeULQJ aQd cRPe LQWR KLV cRXUWV.
9 WRUVKLS WKe LRUd LQ WKe VSOeQdRU Rf KLV KROLQeVV; WUePbOe befRUe KLP, aOO WKe eaUWK.
10 Sa\ aPRQJ WKe QaWLRQV, ³TKe LRUd UeLJQV.´ TKe ZRUOd LV fLUPO\ eVWabOLVKed, LW caQQRW be PRYed; Ke ZLOO
MXdJe WKe SeRSOeV ZLWK eTXLW\.

Psalm 96

We want to invite ever\one, ever\where to a celebration of the Lord of glor\. We want to bring all we have and all
we are to offer the King of Creation. We want to be absolutel\ blown awa\ b\ His splendor.

I love v. 10. ³ Sa\ aPRQJ WKe QaWLRQV, ³TKe LRUd UeLJQV.´ Period. No debate. This is a fact of the universe. God
alone is sovereign and there is no challenger. All glor\ ± all worship, all devotion ± is rightl\ given to Him.

And \et no one is dragged before God. He is not a dictator or t\rant. The word ³ascribe´ in vv7-8 translates a
word that in Hebrew appears as an imperative, a desperate plea to an\one who will listen to choose wisel\ and
come before this glorious Lord willingl\.

This is another reason we send people out to tell the stor\ and share the Gospel. Because God is not one to force
tribute or make demands that override our wa\ward worship of other, lesser things. No, He wants us to turn to
Him and worship Him because we love Him. And so we go and tell people, beg people, e[plain to people, reveal
all we can to people about the gloriousness and worthiness of God.

Finall\, we tell eYeU\RQe, eYeU\ZheUe, eYeU\WhiQg Ze caQ abRXW Whe UeaVRQ Ze UejRice iQ Whe jXdgmeQW Rf GRd.

11 LeW WKe KeaYeQV UeMRLce, OeW WKe eaUWK be JOad; OeW WKe Vea UeVRXQd, aQd aOO WKaW LV LQ LW.
12 LeW WKe fLeOdV be MXbLOaQW, aQd eYeU\WKLQJ LQ WKeP; OeW aOO WKe WUeeV Rf WKe fRUeVW VLQJ fRU MR\.
13 LeW aOO cUeaWLRQ UeMRLce befRUe WKe LRUd, fRU Ke cRPeV, Ke cRPeV WR MXdJe WKe eaUWK. He ZLOO MXdJe WKe ZRUOd LQ
ULJKWeRXVQeVV aQd WKe SeRSOeV LQ KLV faLWKfXOQeVV.

Psalm 96 (NIV)

Too often we think about the judgment of God as onl\ something that is to be feared. We talk about it like a threat.
For man\, missions and evangelism come across as religious bull\ing. ³You better believe in our God, or else \ou
are doomed!´

But this psalm offers a different view of God as judge and our response to His judgement. It reminds us that the
reason we follow and obe\ and worship God is not just to keep the danger of His wrath at ba\. It is also to
celebrate the salvation that is connected to His judgment for those who love Him. We hope in and long for the
righteous and faithful judgement of God. We trust that God loves us, and in Christ we trust the promise of God¶s
forgiveness, and we believe His judgment will ultimatel\ bring about a better world full of goodness.

4



So as we prepare to send two more missionaries, and their kids, into the world to share with ever\one,
ever\where, ever\thing the\ can about the goodness and the gloriousness and the reason for rejoicing in God«I
encourage \ou all to ask \ourselves, how might \ou do the same? Who in \our neighborhood, in \our famil\, in
\our workplace, or an\where in \our sphere of influence needs to hear about the Lord who \ou love? (And who
loves them!) Keep these people in \our pra\ers this week. Seek the courage \ou need to take advantage of the
opportunit\ God ma\ bless \ou with to speak to them. Because missions is not just for the few we send to
different parts of the world. Missions, outreach, evangelism, sharing the Gospel ± it is something that all who love
Jesus are meant to tr\.

So please, this week, go: Tell ever\one, ever\where, ever\thing \ou can about the goodness and gloriousness and
jo\ousness of our God.
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