
A Vision for Generosity
2 Corinthians 9:6-11

This is our final message in our Making Room series. The past three weeks we’ve 
considered three of the core images used in the NT to describe the church. Today we 
are going to talk about giving. As we’ll see, these images of the church as a 
households, as a body, and as a royal priesthood, have implications for our giving. The 
principles we’ll discuss apply to our general giving to the church week in and week out 
as well as our giving to an effort such as Making Room. 


I want you to know that teaching about giving is not a “necessary evil” for me; quite the 
opposite, it is a joy. What the Scriptures teach about giving is beautiful and true. If we 
embody what is taught in Scripture about giving, our lives will be fuller and more joyful. 
We would say the same thing about every other aspect of devotion to God - whether 
serving or praying or meditating on the Word. The person who loves the Lord our God 
with all his/her heart, soul, and might experiences a fulness and satisfaction that others 
don’t. This is also true about giving. Today’s passage is rather persuasive about the 
benefits of being a generous giver. 


Our text today is 2 Corinthians 9:6-11. In this passage Paul outlines some very basic 
principles of giving. During the years of 52 to 57 a.d. Paul spent a large amount of time 
and energy organizing a collection for the believers in Jerusalem who were poor. There 
were several practical reasons why the church in Jerusalem was impoverished 
(discrimination, taxation, and famine). Paul had an interesting theological reason for 
asking the Gentile churches to help the Jewish believers in Jerusalem: since they had 
shared with the Gentiles spiritually (the Messiah came through them), the Gentiles 
should share with Jewish believers materially (see Romans 15:27). 


In 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 Paul encourages the Corinthian church to make good on its 
pledge to collect money for the poor in Jerusalem.  In 2 Corinthians 9:6 Paul articulates 
a principle that he’ll apply to the topic of giving.  


The Principle: Reaping is proportional to sowing (2 Corinthians 9:6)  The Corinthians 
had promised to contribute a “generous gift” (v. 5) for the poor in Jerusalem.  As an 
encouragement to fulfill their commitment, Paul writes this:


6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  


You don’t have to be a farmer to “get” what Paul is saying here. If you put a few seeds 
into the ground, you will harvest a small crop. Generally speaking, if you sow many 
seeds you will harvest a large crop. Paul used this observation from the world of 
agriculture to emphasize that in the Christian life there is a cause and effect relationship 
between what we do and what we experience spiritually; our actions have real-life 
consequences. This isn’t true in a mechanical sense; we aren’t machines, and we can’t 
control our spiritual growth in an absolute sense. And there are many factors that are 
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outside of our control. Nevertheless our actions do have real-life consequences. We 
reap proportional to what we have sown. 


In Galatians 6 Paul speaks of sowing to the flesh or to the Spirit; in either case, you will 
reap what you sow. Here in 2 Corinthians 9 Paul applies this principle to the issue of 
giving. He wants the Corinthians to understand that if they sow sparingly through their 
giving they will reap a small harvest; if they sow generously through their giving, they 
will reap bountifully. They will experience great rewards/benefits. The whole issue of 
rewards (especially when it comes to giving) makes some people nervous because 
they have a hard time believing that we can ever have proper motivation when rewards 
are involved; there’s the fear that giving will become mercenary and self-serving. But 
we’ll see in this passage that the type of rewards promised address this concern. 


The Principle Applied to Giving: If we give generously to the cause of Christ, God 
will give us greater capacity to be generous in the future. (2 Corinthians 9:7-11)  
Let’s see how Paul gets to that conclusion.  In verse 7 Paul returns to a point that he’d 
made earlier, namely, that giving should be deliberate and intentional.  


7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  


Paul is encouraging the Corinthians to be intentional: each person to give “just as he 
has purposed in his heart.” His directive here presupposes that each person had spent 
time in thought (and prayer and conversation) about how much to give. This was to be 
a common commitment among all of the believers in the Corinthian church. Paul said 
that each one should purpose in their heart what they would give and then should give 
it. In other words, you and I should decide ahead of time [make a decision] what we will 
give, and then we should give it. The alternative is to have a non-committal, wait and 
see attitude: “Maybe I’ll give something and maybe I won’t. It depends on how I feel. It 
depends on whether I think I can afford it. It depends on whether I remember to give.” 
But Paul advocates a much more intentional approach. 


If you consider Faith to be your church home, we would encourage you to give 
regularly to the ongoing ministries of Faith. This is a basic commitment as a member of 
the household of God. Even though we have different capacities to give, we should all 
have this desire and commitment to support the mission of Faith through giving. As 
you’ll hear in a few minutes, we’re also asking you to consider giving over and above 
your regular giving to the Making Room effort. 


How much should you give? The general guideline in Scripture is that giving should be 
proportional to income. We’ll come back to this passage in chapter 9 in a few minutes, 
but I first want us to see what Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 16:2.


2 On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he 
may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come.
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On the first day of the week (Sunday) when they gathered, each person was to set 
aside an amount “as he may prosper.” The idea is that each person’s offering was 
proportional to his/her prosperity. Those who earned more should “put aside” more. But 
everyone who earned something should put aside something. The OT Law required a 
tithe (10%) in addition to other offerings. The NT doesn’t lay down an exact percentage, 
but most people (myself included) who have studied this topic would argue that a tithe is 
a good place to start. In light of the incredible riches we have been given in Christ Jesus 
in the new covenant, it’s hard to imagine that we should give God less today than they 
gave in the old covenant. 

I realize that if you’re not in the habit of giving, the idea of 10% may seem crazy or way 
beyond your ability. It’s something to consider and to work toward. This may take you 
months or years to get to the place where you can give consistently. There may be a 
number of different reasons why you aren’t able to give right now. You may have 
circumstances that are beyond your control that keep you from giving consistently - 
losing a job, divorce (which can be brutal financially), a disability, medical bills, etc. 

Sometimes we aren’t able to give due to unwise financial decisions. For example, it 
might be a lack of contentment; instead of being content to live on what we earn, we go 
into debt to live at some higher standard. Instead of waiting until we can afford 
something, we go into debt (take out a loan or put it on a credit card). After paying the 
car note, the credit card bill, and the mortgage, there’s nothing left over to give. 

The good news is that there are biblical principles related to finances that address these 
issues and that promote financial stability. And there are virtues that promote financial 
stability. In 1 Timothy 6, for example, Paul advocated contentment instead of a continual 
lust for more riches. There are two ways to be content: you can either get more or want 
less. I know it’s tricky talking about this subject because affluence is relative. But 
eventually we need to get to the point where we say, “God, I am satisfied with the 
standard of living You’ve given me. My greatest ambition isn’t to keep and spend on 
myself as much money as I possibly can. No, my ambition is to be as generous as 
possible.” By God’s grace we can each get to that point. 

In addition to being intentional and proportional, our giving should be cheerful: 


7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  


“Not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” This statement 
reflects the fact that we serve a personal God who notices our attitude.  God actually 
cares about our attitude in giving.  Your phone company really doesn’t care how 
cheerful you are about paying your phone bill.  It’s completely fine if you pay it 
grudgingly and under compulsion (because you have to); they just want you to pay it!  
Not so with God.  God cares about our attitude.  In the book of Isaiah, for example, 
God said that He was “tired” of them bringing their sacrifices because their hearts 
weren’t in it (Isaiah 1:11-13, 29:13).  
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But God loves a cheerful giver. In other words, you are glad that you have given 
(instead of resenting it). I’ve known people who give this way. They absolutely love 
giving money to the cause of Christ and to people who really need it. Paul tells us that 
God loves it when people love to give.  I think God loves a cheerful giver because He is 
a cheerful Giver. God doesn’t give grudgingly or under compulsion; God loves giving 
good gifts to people. We’re simply being like our heavenly Father when we are cheerful 
givers.  


Last week we talked about the church being a “royal priesthood” (1 Peter 2). As with 
the old covenant priesthood, God evaluates the quality of the sacrifices we bring. This 
is surely true of our giving. God cares whether we give with joy and with faith. If you 
read Luke 21:1-4, you will see how Jesus commended the “poor widow” who put two 
small copper coins into the treasury. Her gift was more precious to God than that of the 
rich because she gave sacrificially; they gave out of her surplus but she gave out of her 
poverty, giving all that she had to live on. 


Verse 8 is significant because it describes what we can expect to reap if we sow 
generously through our giving:


8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all 
sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed;  


Paul mentions two ways they would receive grace from God when they gave what 
they’d purposed in their hearts.  First, their own needs would be met; they would have 
“all sufficiency in everything.” Second, they would receive grace so that they would 
“have an abundance for every good deed.” If they followed through on their giving, 
God would give them the capacity to be generous in the future. Instead of being 
depleted and unable to ever be generous again, they would have an abundance for 
every good deed.  


You can’t always say what this abundance will be, but it will be there. Many times 
(especially in normal economic times) there is financial abundance to give generously in 
the future. But God also increases our heart’s capacity to be generous. That’s how love 
works generally: when we show love to others, our love doesn’t run out; instead of 
being depleted, we grow in our capacity to love.  


In verse 9 Paul gives an example from Psalm 112 to support his point.  The psalmist is 
talking about the person who fears God when he writes:    


9 as it is written, "HE SCATTERED ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES FOREVER."  


Psalm 112 describes a man who “sowed” generously to the poor; he didn’t keep 
everything he had for only himself. The person who practices righteousness by giving 
to the poor is blessed with more capacity and opportunity to do more righteousness in 
the future.  
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In verses 10 and 11 Paul reiterates what he’s already said, adding that when it comes 
to sowing and reaping, God is the One who supplies the seed in the first place.


10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 11 
you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing 
thanksgiving to God.  


The promise Paul makes here is persuasive only to the person whose ambition is to be 
as generous as possible in this life (i.e., the intentional, cheerful giver described earlier). 
If your main ambition is to have as much money as possible for “me and mine,” what 
Paul writes here won’t mean anything to you. But if the cry of your heart is, “God, I 
want to be as generous as possible in the future,” then Paul’s comments are a powerful 
encouragement. He says that God will multiply your seed for sowing. In other words, 
you will have increased capacity to give generously to others. The end result will be 
“thanksgiving to God.” 


Most of the time when we think about “money and the future” we’re thinking about 
how much money we will have for ourselves. There’s obviously nothing inherently 
wrong with personal financial planning; actually I think it’s vital to plan financially for the 
future. But it shouldn’t be fueled by fear, greed, and envy. Paul is challenging us to 
think about something we might overlook in our personal financial planning: our 
personal capacity to give generously in the future. 


Paul teaches that this capacity for greater generosity in the future is the reward of 
being generous in the present.  In the present we sow generously through our giving so 
that we can reap the harvest of being even more generous in the future.  



