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We Are Not Alone in Our Mission 
 
One of our core values as a church is a statement about how we should think and act 
towards people who are far away from God. It goes like this: 
 

People without Christ matter to God so they also matter to us. We seek to 
enter into the culture of those without Christ in relevant ways both here in 
Manhattan and around the world.  We seek to reach out to such people 
through servanthood and honest friendships, sharing Christ through our 
words and our actions.   

 
This is the kind of church that we are convinced that God has called us to be. And to be 
this kind of church means that the INDIVIDUALS in this church – you and me – actually 
do what this value says.  
 
How do you feel about this idea of sharing Christ through your words and actions with 
your friends, or with your co-workers or fellow students or with your neighbors? Right 
now I’m leading a class here at Faith called Just Walk Across the Room. It’s a class on 
evangelism. One of the things that I ask in the first session every time I teach this class 
is, “When you hear the word ‘evangelism’ what is the first word that pops into your 
mind?” Guess what some of the words are? Yeah, it’s the words that are popping into 
your minds right now – fear, anxiety, intimidating and other words like these. 
 
Many of us identify with these words and feelings and yet this is our mission! In some of 
Jesus’ last words to his disciples He said this in Matthew 28: 
 

18 . . . “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe 
all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.”  

 
In Mark 16:15, Jesus said, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” 
 
Our mission as a church is to make disciples of all the nations and the first part of this 
disciple-making process is helping people come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  
This is why we MUST share Christ through our words and our actions. The very mission 
of the church is at stake.  
 
As you think about this mission and as you think about how you feel about personal in-
volvement in this mission, I have good news. You are not alone in this mission. As a 
church, we are not alone in this mission. 
 
Today, we are continuing our sermon series called, “You are Not Alone.” We are looking 
at some of Jesus’ final words to his disciples in John 14-16. Jesus is giving the disciples 
assurance that though He is leaving, they will not be left alone in this world. In the pas-
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sage that we are looking at today, Jesus gives the disciples assurance that when it 
comes to the mission of the church, we are not alone.  
 
Today, we are going to look at John 16:5-10 if you would like to turn there. In verse 5, 
Jesus says: 
 

5 “But now I am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, 
‘Where are You going?’ 6 “But because I have said these things to you, 
sorrow has filled your heart.  

 
As He has before in this interaction, Jesus again tells His disciples that he is leaving 
and they are sad. You can imagine how hard the prospect of this was for them, right? 
Jesus was the most amazing person they had ever met. To have Him leave was devas-
tating.  
 
We get the sense from Jesus’ gentle rebuke here that they were sad because they were 
thinking only about themselves and not what Jesus’ departure meant. All they could see 
is their future without Jesus. And so He tells them:  
 

7 “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to 
you.  
 

Jesus tells them that it will be better for them that He goes away because in going 
away, He will send the Helper, the promised Holy Spirit. Back in John 14:17, Jesus had 
promised that the Spirit who abides with them will be IN them. And so the promise of the 
Spirit is that they would have the very presence of God dwelling within them – THAT 
would be to their advantage! And that will not happen unless Jesus goes away. 
  
When Jesus speaks of going away, He is not merely referring to His physical departure; 
He is talking about fulfilling His mission. Jesus’ path of going to the Father was through 
the cross. And so when Jesus says, I go away, He means his death, burial, resurrec-
tion; and, ultimately His ascension to the Father’s right hand.  
 
The reason He could not send the Spirit if He did not go away was that He would not 
have accomplished His atoning work for sin. But if He goes away that work would be 
complete ushering in the New Covenant. And in ushering in the New Covenant Jesus 
would pour out His Holy Spirit in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies (e.g. Joel 2:28-
29) bringing the saving power of God’s kingdom on earth through the work of the Spirit. 
That’s what His going away would allow Him to do. 
 
Now, the Spirit who indwells every believer brings many benefits to us as believers. He 
illuminates God’s word, He guides us, He equips and empowers us for Christ-like living 
and service. But the thing that Jesus is focusing on in our passage is that because He 
has sent the Spirit, we are never alone in our mission.  
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In verse 8, Jesus explains what the Spirit does in the world. He says: 
 

8 “And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment;  
 

Remember, Jesus is speaking in the future tense here because from the vantage point 
of the disciples, the coming of the Spirit is still future. But for us, this is a present reality. 
The Spirit has come. He is doing these things.  
 
The core thing that Jesus says the Spirit does in the world is to convict the world con-
cerning sin and righteousness and judgment. The word, convict, has the sense of “make 
known, disclose, unmask.” The NIV says, “prove the world to be in the wrong.” As we 
bear witness to Jesus, we can trust that the Spirit is at work showing the world its sin 
and calling the world to repentance. We are never alone in our mission! 
 
It may be for some of you here today that you are sensing that this is the work that the 
Spirit is doing in your life right now. You’ve been checking out this person named Jesus. 
You’ve been trying to figure out the relevance to your life that a man died on a cross two 
thousand years ago. And you are sensing a kind of conviction about the truth of what 
you’ve heard and of your own need for forgiveness. That is the Spirit’s work in your life. 
And it is a good gift. My encouragement to you would be to respond with belief.  
 
In verses 9 and 10, Jesus explains what He means by saying that the Spirit convicts the 
world of sin and righteousness and judgment. He says: 
 

9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 and concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me; 11 
and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been 
judged.  

 
The Spirit convicts the world concerning sin. Jesus is not focusing on specific acts of sin 
here. Of course the world is guilty of specific acts of sin like lying and cheating and 
stealing, but the core sin of which the Spirit convicts is the world’s failure to believe in 
Jesus. The Spirit convicts of that sin. 
 
The Spirit also convicts of righteousness. It says concerning righteousness, because I 
go to the Father. This is a difficult expression to understand, but most likely what is 
meant is that though the world judged Jesus to be sinful and therefore crucified him, in 
returning to the Father Jesus would be completely vindicated. In returning to the Father 
there was a reversal of mankind’s verdict. The world said, “Guilty!” God said, “Right-
eous!” And in that reversal Jesus is declared the standard of righteousness. His life was 
a demonstration of righteousness. The Spirit brings this truth to light to the world. 
 
And finally, the Spirit convicts the world concerning judgment. Jesus says that the world 
is convicted of judgment because the ruler of this world has been judged. Through Je-
sus’ death and resurrection He won the ultimate victory over the devil. The devil was 
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judged; his earthly rule was overthrown. The world, walking in submission to the ruler of 
this world, became the tool by which Jesus was murdered. And so the world in following 
the devil was judged with him. And as the world continues to fail to acknowledge Jesus 
as the rightful Lord and the rightful ruler of the world, it continues to abide under this 
judgment. The Spirit convicts the world of this truth as well.  
 
You are not alone in the mission. The Spirit of God is active in this world convicting it of 
sin, righteousness and judgment. We can be assured that when we step out and share 
Christ through our words and deeds that the Spirit is with us and He is at work.  
 
I want to look at a passage in Acts that illustrates what Jesus is saying to His disciples 
here in John. After His resurrection, Jesus told his disciples to wait in Jerusalem until He 
sends the Holy Spirit to them. In Acts 1:8 Jesus says:   
 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samar-
ia, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”  

 
And so, not only will the Spirit work to convict the world; He also will be an empowering 
presence within the believer in this work of bearing witness about Jesus.  
 
In Acts 2, we read about the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to send the Holy Spirit. It hap-
pens during Pentecost, which was one of the great pilgrimage festivals in Judaism. And 
so there were Jews gathered in Jerusalem from all over the world. At that time the Spirit 
is poured out on the believers gathered in Jerusalem and they begin to bear witness 
about Jesus. Peter, who just forty day earlier had denied Jesus out of fear, stands up 
and boldly proclaims the message about Jesus. At the end of his message we read this 
in starting in verse 32:  
 

32 “This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. 33 
“Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having re-
ceived from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth 
this which you both see and hear.  

 
And then jump down to verse 36: 

 

36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made 
Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37 Now when 
they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the 
rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” 38 Peter said to them, 
“Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 
“For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as 
many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.” 40 And with many other 
words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, “Be saved 
from this perverse generation!” 41 So then, those who had received his 
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word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand 
souls.  

 
Peter was not alone in the mission. The Spirit had come and filled him with power. And 
as Peter proclaimed the truth about Jesus, the Spirit was at work convicting the world of 
sin, righteousness and judgment and as a result the text says that they were pierced to 
the heart. They are convicted of their sin and they ask Peter what they should do and he 
says that they should repent and be baptized. And on that day 3000 people believed in 
Jesus and were added to the church.  
 
Sometimes the book of Acts is called the Acts of the Holy Spirit because it is a record of 
the Spirit’s work in and through the early church. It is a demonstration of the truth that 
we are not alone in the mission. And here’s the things that we need to hear and believe 
– the same Spirit that we see working in such power in the book of Acts continues this 
work through us in our day. We are not alone in the mission.  
 
In light of this truth, I want to mention three points of application. First, because the Spir-
it is at work convicting the world, do not give up hope on anyone. No one is so far 
gone that God can’t reach them. It may seem that way to your eyes. It may be that 
someone you love and care about has resisted and said no to God for so long. But in 
light of the fact that the Spirit is at work in the world convicting, do not give up hope. 
Don’t stop praying. Don’t stop loving them. Don’t stop reaching out to the person in word 
and deeds. You are not alone. 
 
Second, make yourself available to be used by the Spirit every day. Enter into your 
days with an expectation that God may want to use you in the mission. Here’s a prayer 
that one person tries to pray every day as he wakes up: 
 

My life is in your hands, God. Use me to point someone toward you today 
– I promise to cooperate in any way I can. If you want me to say a word for 
you today, I’ll do that. If you want me to keep quiet but demonstrate love 
and servanthood, by your Spirit’s power I will.  I’m fully available to you to-
day, so guide me by your Spirit (Just Walk Across the Room, p. 37). 

 
What might it be like if we started off our days with this kind of expectation? Be available 
to God and then as you walk through your day listen for the Spirit’s promptings and re-
spond. Do and say what He prompts you to do trusting that the Spirit is at work. 
 
Let me mention one way you could make yourself available this week. Next Sunday is 
Easter Sunday. It is a Sunday when a lot people think about going to church, but many 
won’t without an invitation. Ask God if there is someone He wants you to invite to church 
next week. Listen to His promptings about this. Who knows whom the Spirit may be 
working in and your invitation may just be the thing that this person needs to respond to 
the message about Jesus.  
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Finally, be prepared to share your faith. In that core value I read at the beginning it 
says that we want to share Christ through our words and our actions. Actions matter a 
lot, but we also need to share Christ with our words. The convicting work of the Spirit 
does not happen in a vacuum. The Spirit uses our testimony about Jesus as the tool of 
this convicting work. The gospel is the content that the Spirit uses to bring about convic-
tion in the world. And so be prepared to share your faith. 
 
Right now I’m teaching this class called Just Walk Across the Room on Wednesday 
nights. We still have four more weeks left and if you wanted to you could still join us. We 
meet from 7:00-8:15pm in the south end of the build. It would be a great way to be pre-
pared to share your faith. If that doesn’t work right now, look for when it is taught in the 
future. 
 
We are never alone in our mission. And so we never give up hope. We make ourselves 
available. We listen for the Spirit’s promptings. And knowing that He wants to use us at 
times to use words to speak of Jesus, we prepare ourselves.  
 
In 1987, Cindy and I spent a summer in central Hungary as part of team reaching out to 
college students. During the summer, we rented a flat from a couple named Geza and 
Elizabeth. Over the summer we spent time hanging out with them some. And though the 
language barrier was huge we tried our best to share the gospel with them. Like most 
Hungarians at that time growing up in a communist country, they were atheists. By at 
the end of the summer, we had no indication any of it had sunk in. We continued to 
communicate with them for a number of years, but eventually we lost track of them until 
this past December when we received the following Facebook message from them: 
 
Dear Brian and Cindy, 
How nice to see you again. You were in Balatonfüred, Hungary at the end of the 80s. 
And you rented our apartment . . . . We talked about God. We didn't believe in God at 
that time and we debated a lot with you. But you were patient with us. We had corre-
sponded for some years, but somehow we had lost . . . contact. So we are very happy 
now, to come across you on . . . Facebook. We have good news for you! In His grace 
the Lord Jesus Christ has saved us. We accepted Him as our personal savior, and we 
were baptized in 1997. Praise the Lord! When somebody asks us about our repentance 
we always start like this, "There [was] an American young couple, Brian and Cindy, and 
they talked [to] us about God, and all of their letters were closed [with] the sentence, 
“We pray for you,” and we do believe that [these] prayers were strong authority in God's 
hands to intervene in our lives . . . leading us to Jesus.  We thanked God many times, 
but now it is time to THANK YOU. Thank you for the talks, the letters, the prayers. Now 
we pray for God, to bless your life, your family, your service. 
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord." 
with love:  
Géza, Erzsi 
 
We are never alone in the mission!  


