
Two Great Gifts
John 14:25-28

About a decade ago I made a wooden puzzle for a friend. It’s a disengagement puzzle: 
you have to figure out how to get the two arms of the cross apart. I think my friend gave 
me a book, so I gave him a puzzle. 

A couple years later I was at a garage sale in his neighborhood. Guess what I saw for 
sale on a folding table. . . my puzzle! I bought the puzzle for a dollar and gave it to 
somebody else more deserving. My feelings were hurt for a few minutes, but I got over 
it pretty quickly. It illustrates how we sometimes give gifts that people don’t really want. 
You’ve probably received a gift that the giver thought was amazing but you thought was 
lame. That happens because we’re not omniscient; we don’t know everything.

But what about a Being who is all-knowing and who knows exactly what we need? What 
if that Person gave us a gift?!?! We would be foolish to say “thanks but no thanks” to a 
gift that God Himself might give us. Today we are going to examine two such gifts: the 
teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit and peace. 

Last Sunday we began a 4-week series we’re calling “Never Alone” based on John 
14-16. Jesus’ disciples were fearful and anxious because He had told them that He was 
going away to a place they could not follow. They couldn’t imagine a good future without 
Jesus being physically present with them. Jesus addressed their fears by assuring them 
that He would be with them; He would not be with them physically, but He would be with 
them personally through the Holy Spirit who would indwell all who believe. He told them 
that He would not leave them as orphans. He and the Father would be right at home 
within them through the indwelling Holy Spirit. They would never be alone. 

In today’s passage Jesus tells His disciples that as He dwells within them through the 
Spirit, He will be actively giving them gifts. His presence will be active and dynamic. 
Let’s consider each of these gifts and how we can receive them as fully as possible.  

The Teaching Ministry of the Holy Spirit.  (John14:25-26)

Beginning in verse 25 Jesus stresses the continuity between what the disciples have 
experienced with Him present and what they will experience when the Holy Spirit 
comes. Notice how Jesus still has in mind His impending departure - the very thing that 
was so troubling to His disciples. 

25 “These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. 26 “But the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach 
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 

Remember that the Helper is the One who comes alongside Jesus’ disciples to help 
them do what He commands. Here He is identified as the Holy Spirit. This is the third 
person of the Trinity. The Spirit is holy because He is God; the Spirit is holy because He 
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is completely set apart from sin and impurity; and the Spirit is holy because He brings 
about our holiness. 

When Jesus says that the Father “will send [the Holy Spirit] in My name,” He is 
indicating that the Spirit would continue the work that Jesus had been doing in their 
lives. We see a fascinating unity of purpose within the Godhead throughout the gospel 
of John. For example, Jesus stressed, “If you know Me, you know the Father; if you 
have heard Me you have heard the Father”; they are so united in purpose that to know 
and hear one is to know and hear the other. In a similar way, since the Father would 
send the Spirit “in Jesus’ name,” the Spirit’s ministry would be a continuation of the 
ministry Jesus had had in their lives. 

Specifically, Jesus promises the disciples that the Spirit would do two things: 1) “He will 
teach you all things,” and 2) He will “bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.” 
As a principle of interpretation, unless we have a good reason to believe otherwise, we 
assume that statements Jesus made to His original disciples apply to all of His disciples 
in every generation. Here we have good reason to conclude that the promises Jesus 
made in verse 26 apply uniquely and primarily to the original disciples. But we’ll also 
see that they have a very important secondary application for us. Let me explain why. 
(We’ll take these two promises in reverse order.)

First, Jesus promised, that the Holy Spirit “will bring to your remembrance all that I said 
to you.” In verse 25 Jesus mentioned that He had “spoken many things while abiding 
with” them. We can imagine how the disciples might wonder how they could possibly 
remember everything Jesus had taught.  “Did Jesus say, ‘He who is not with Me is 
against Me?’ or did He say, ‘He who is not against us is for us’?” Jesus actually made 
both statements (in different contexts - Matthew 12:30, Mark 9:40). The original 
disciples needed the assurance that Jesus’ teachings - in all of their nuance - wouldn’t 
be at the lost or distorted because of their faulty memories.  

Jesus promises them that the Holy Spirit would sharpen their minds so that they would 
remember His teachings accurately and sufficiently. 

Second, Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit “will teach you all things.” This is a promise 
of additional revelation that would complement and clarify what they’d already learned. 
Throughout the Farewell Discourse Jesus tells the disciples that there are some things 
they won’t understand and believe until after His death and resurrection. In verse 29, for 
example, Jesus says, “Now I have told you before it happens, so that when it happens 
you may believe.” The Holy Spirit would bring to remembrance what Jesus had said and 
would show them the significance of that teaching. 

I’ll give one other example. In John 2 we read how Jesus threw the money-changers 
and merchants out of the temple. The Jewish authorities rightly asked Him, “What sign 
do You show us as your authority for doing these things?” Jesus answer was “Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jewish authorities thought Jesus 
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was out of His mind because they (and the disciples) thought He was talking about the 
temple building that took 46 years to build. Here’s John’s comment in John 2:21-22.

21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 22 So when He was 
raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.

The Holy Spirit not only brought to their remembrance what Jesus had said. The Spirit 
also taught them the significance of His death and resurrection. That is exactly what 
Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would do. 

As I mentioned, these promises were made primarily to the original disciples. The Holy 
Spirit helped them remember Jesus’ teachings and then continued to teach them. 
These promises are relevant to us in a secondary way because we have the writings of 
the original disciples that faithfully preserve the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit in 
their lives. One question asked by the early church in discerning which writings had the 
status of Scripture (which ones would be placed alongside the Hebrew Bible as 
authoritative) was, “Was it written by one of these original disciples or someone very 
close to them?” They had great confidence in the writings of the original disciples 
because of Jesus’ promise about the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

We don’t expect the Holy Spirit to give us new revelation in the sense of new doctrine. 
We believe that the 66 books of the Bible are the inspired word of God and the 
complete revelation of His will, telling us everything we need for salvation and for our 
spiritual health. We trust that the indwelling Holy Spirit takes the inspired word of God 
and writes it on our hearts. This is a new covenant promise from Jeremiah 31:33 (“I will 
put My law within them and on their heart I will write it.”). This is how Paul described the 
teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians 2:12-13.

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, 13 
which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in 
those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.

We have received the Spirit who is from God so that we may know the things freely 
given to us by God. In 1 Corinthians 2:16 Paul writes that as a result of the teaching 
ministry of the Holy Spirit in our lives, “we have the mind of Christ.” We have the 
capacity to think about our lives, our circumstances, and this world the way Jesus 
Himself does. We don’t have the mind of Christ infallibly, but we should be able to say 
essentially, “We have the mind of Christ.” This should be the norm in the Christian life. 

My observation, however, is that many Christians aren’t really expecting the Holy Spirit 
to teach them the Scriptures to the point where they can say “we have the mind of 
Christ.” If you spend little or no time in the Scriptures you are missing out on one of the 
most precious gifts that God wants to give you. You are basically saying, “Thanks, but 
no thanks” to the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit that gives us the mind of Christ.
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Spending time meditating on the Scriptures is not some burdensome requirement that 
you’re probably going to hate. If your heart is in the right place, meditating on the 
Scriptures can be as enjoyable as eating your favorite meal or watching your favorite 
sports team or listening to your favorite music. The Bible casts a vision for delighting in 
the Law of the Lord (Psalm 1), letting the words of Jesus abide in us (John 15), and 
letting the word of Christ dwell richly within us (Colossians 3:16). It begins with our heart 
attitude toward the Scripture. 

Honestly, if I come to the Scriptures with a sense of obligation (as if reading the Bible is 
like swallowing some horrible cough syrup), five minutes seems like a long time. But if I 
come to the Scriptures with a sense of anticipation with the prospect of God writing His 
word on my heart and giving me the mind of Christ too that I can live better, an hour flies 
by. 

My challenge to you is to make a simple plan for engaging the Scriptures day by day. 
What we do daily is what we really do. Go to the Scriptures with a sense of anticipation 
about the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.  

The Gift of Peace. (John 14:27-28)  In verse 27 Jesus mentions another great gift that 
He leaves to His disciples (both the original 11 and all subsequent disciples) - namely 
peace. 

27 “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 

When Jesus says, “Peace I leave with you. . .” He uses a term that means “leave 
behind”; peace is a bequest (a legacy gift) that Jesus leaves behind for His disciples.  
Jesus is going away to be crucified and yet He is talking about peace. His death and 
resurrection brought about peace in a very comprehensive sense. The Hebrew term is 
shalom which has the connotation of wholeness or well-being. Jesus’ death and 
resurrection brought about wholeness in at least three ways.  

First, peace with God. When you trust that Jesus died for your sin, the warfare between 
you and God is over. You are no longer an enemy of God; you’re His son or daughter, 
you’re part of the family. Your relationship with God is whole.

Second, Jesus’ death and resurrection brought about peace with others. Jesus’ death 
and resurrection broke down all barriers between different groupings of people - Jews 
and Gentiles, rich and poor, slave and free, men and women, educated and 
uneducated, etc. We experience this wholeness only partially now, but we’ll experience 
it fully when God’s Kingdom comes in all its fulness.  

Third, this peace is also personal/internal. This is primarily what Jesus is talking about in 
this passage. This is reflected when He says, “Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let 
it be fearful.” A troubled, fearful heart is the opposite of the peace Jesus leaves His 
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disciples. By commanding, “Do not let your heart be troubled,” Jesus is saying, “You are 
responsible for the condition of your heart; therefore, receive the gift of My peace.” 
Peace is a gift, but we have to receive it. 

I think we have to conclude that we receive the gift of peace as we walk with Jesus. We 
are not passive in the process of receiving the gift of peace. I say that because we are 
told to cast all of our anxieties upon God because He cares for us (1 Peter 5:7). As well, 
we are told, “Be anxious for nothing” but to pray about everything with thanksgiving 
(Philippians 4:6). The byproduct is that “the peace of God which surpasses 
comprehension” will guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7). As we 
keep in step with the Spirit, we experience the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, 
patience, etc. (Galatians 5:22-23).

Jesus said that He does not give to them “as the world gives.” The world really cannot 
give you peace. If anything, the world (the moral order in rebellion against God) will give 
you anxiety and fear and anger and hatred. The world tells you that unless you impose 
your will and unless you get your way you are going to be miserable. The peace/
wholeness that Jesus gives transcends circumstances in this life. 

There’s certainly nothing wrong with trying to change your circumstances; if there were, 
you’d never go to a doctor, never exercise, never get an education, never do a lot of 
things. But sooner or later (probably sooner) you’ll experience some difficult 
circumstances that you can’t control or change. If your peace is based upon your 
circumstances you may or may not ever have peace.  

You may be listening to me thinking, “This type of peace sounds nice and spiritual sitting 
here on Sunday morning, but you don’t understand my fears and my troubles.” You are 
correct. I am not omniscient (I don’t know the half of what you’re facing) and my 
experience is limited (some of you are facing things I never have). I would simply 
challenge you with the observation that Jesus told His disciples, “My peace I leave with 
you” on the night before He was crucified.  And Jesus said, “Do not let your heart be 
troubled, nor let it be fearful,” to men who had no idea what their future held and who 
would almost all be martyred for their loyalty to Jesus.  My point is that Jesus gave the 
gift of peace in the context of unspeakable and unjust suffering (His own and that of His 
disciples). I have to conclude that peace is a gift Jesus gives to everybody who wants it, 
no matter what their circumstances. 

As we prepare for the Lord’s Table, I’d like us to consider one more verse in John 14. In 
verse 28 Jesus makes a very insightful comment to His disciples. Jesus’ insight here is 
valuable for everyone who wrestles with a troubled, fearful heart.  

28 “You heard that I said to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.’ If you 
loved Me, you would have rejoiced because I go to the Father, for the 
Father is greater than I.
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Jesus is implying here that the disciples were thinking only about themselves, not 
Jesus. They were fixated on their sorrow and loss. They never considered that Jesus 
was going home to the Father. His path to the Father would go through the cross; but 
He would eventually experience the joy of being in His Father’s house. In John 16:5-6 
Jesus said, “But now I am going to Him who sent Me; but none of you asks Me, ‘Where 
are you going?’ But because I have said these things sorrow has filled your hearts.” 
Again, they only thought of themselves, not of Jesus. They did not love Him as they 
should.

When we have troubled, fearful hearts, we also have a tendency to be self-centered. 
Instead of asking, “What pleases my Savior in this circumstance?” we get fixated on our 
pain and disappointment. Today as we come to the Lord’s Table, we have the 
opportunity to “fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.” 

The bread and the cup represent the body and blood of Jesus. As you eat and drink, 
remember that His sacrifice made possible these two great gifts we’ve been talking 
about today. Because of the new covenant in His blood, we have been given the Holy 
Spirit who writes God’s word on our hearts and who gives us peace. Because of the 
sacrifice of Jesus, it really is well with our souls. 


