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Two Great Gifts 
 
Most of us love to get gifts especially when the gift is exactly what we need and want, 
right? Jesus is a gift-giver. Jesus is a really good gift-giver. When it comes to the spir-
itual realm, He knows perfectly what we need. As we will see from today’s passage, Je-
sus speaks of two gifts that we really need as we walk through this life. These are gifts 
that help us never to feel alone.  
 
Opening Discussion: What was one of the best gifts that you received growing up? 
 
Read John 14:25-31 
 
1. What does Jesus tell His disciples about the teaching ministry of the Spirit? 
 
 
 
 
2. The promise of the teaching ministry of the Spirit in this passage is primarily a prom-

ise to the original disciples, but it has a secondary application to us. How is this 
promise to the original disciples relevant and beneficial to us? 

 
 
 
 
Steve said: 
 

In 1 Corinthians 2:16 Paul writes that as a result of the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives, “we have the mind of Christ.” We have the capacity to think about our lives, our circum-
stances, and this world the way Jesus Himself does . . . My observation, however, is that many 
Christians aren’t really expecting the Holy Spirit to teach them the Scriptures to the point where 
they can say “we have the mind of Christ.” If you spend little or no time in the Scriptures you are 
missing out on one of the most precious gifts that God wants to give you. You are basically say-
ing, “Thanks, but no thanks” to the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit that gives us the mind of 
Christ. My challenge to you is to make a simple plan for engaging the Scriptures day by day. 
What we do daily is what we really do.  
 
3. As you think about your current engagement of the Scriptures are you saying 

“thanks” or “no thanks” to the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit? Why?  
 
 
 
 
4. What, if anything, would you like to change in your current practice of Scripture en-

gagement to open your life up to the teaching ministry of the Spirit? 
 
 
 



5. Another gift that Jesus says that He will leave with the disciples (both the original 
and all subsequent disciples) is peace: (1) peace with God; (2) peace with others; 
and, (3) personal/internal peace. What is your understand of biblical peace? 

 
 
 
 
6. On the night in which He was betrayed (a night that would bring all sorts of turmoil 

into the disciples’ lives) Jesus said to them, “Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it 
be fearful” (v. 27). How does reflecting on the context of WHEN Jesus made this 
promise affect your thinking about your ability to actually experience peace in the 
midst of your difficulties? 

 
 
 
 
Steve said: 
 

By commanding, “Do not let your heart be troubled,” Jesus is saying, “You are responsible for 
the condition of your heart; therefore, receive the gift of My peace.” Peace is a gift, but we have 
to receive it. I think we have to conclude that we receive the gift of peace as we walk with Jesus. 
We are not passive in the process of receiving the gift of peace. I say that because we are told 
to cast all of our anxieties upon God because He cares for us (1 Peter 5:7). As well, we are told, 
“Be anxious for nothing” but to pray about everything with thanksgiving (Philippians 4:6). The 
byproduct is that “the peace of God which surpasses comprehension” will guard our hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7). As we keep in step with the Spirit, we experience the 
fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, etc. (Galatians 5:22-23). 

 
7. What do you think about this idea that we are not passive in the process of receiving 

peace? In what sense are we responsible for the condition of our hearts (i.e. whether 
or not we are experiencing peace)?  

 
 
 
 
8. Is there something you need to be doing to position yourself to experience the peace 

that Jesus promises? If so, what? 
 
 
 
 
 

A note about peace and mental health: The reality is that for some of us, we face mental health issues 
(depression, anxiety, panic attacks, etc.) that make this quest for peace, as Steve said in his sermon, 
“The fight of our lives.” If you are facing such issues, Faith wants you to know that you are not alone. We 
want to come along side of you and help. If you sense that you need extra support, we would encourage 
you to contact one of our pastors. As well, seeking out a Stephen Minister may be step towards seeking 
the peace that Jesus promises. To inquire about a Stephen Minister, you can contact Bill Moir (785-410-
0080; billmoir42@gmail.com). At times seeking medical advice is also wise. 


