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12And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your 
God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul,  
 

13 and to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD, which I am commanding you 
today for your good?  
 

14 Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all 
that is in it.  
 

15 Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you 
above all peoples, as you are this day.  
 

16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn.  
 
17 “For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the 
awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe.  
 
18 He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food 
and clothing.  
 
19 Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.”  
 
In Deuteronomy 10 we find a familiar biblical principle applied to a very specific and particular 
circumstance.  
 
The principle is simple: we are to treat others the way God has treated us: with unconditional 
love and a default toward compassion.  
 
The circumstance to which the principle is applied, however (“the sojourner), reminds us that 
just because something is simple does not mean that it’s easy.  
 
I remember encountering a powerful example of this last year when I was in Budapest, 
Hungary. My wife, Alison, and I spent a week with a missionary team there led by Mark and Jodi 
Revell. We had an opportunity to join Mark on a prayer walk around the city of Budapest, and 
one of the places we stopped to pray was the Eastern Railway Station. 
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Mark explained that during the wave of European immigration and refugees in 2015, the station 
became one of Budapest’s makeshift camps for those searching for a new home.  
 
Mark recalled the first day the trains had brought refugees into the city, by the thousands, and 
the chaos, fear, and confusion that followed. Many citizens of Budapest demanded that the 
immigrants and refugees be prevented from entering the city. The government struggled to 
contain and control the sudden overwhelming influx of desperate people searching for a safe 
place for their families. Such a sudden change to the status quo often makes people feel 
anxious and unsafe, and for the most part the message the immigrants and refugees received 
from Hungary was “you can’t stay here”, “turn around”, and “you are not wanted or worth the 
trouble.”  
 
The citizens of Hungary feared for their safety and way of life, and the government of Hungary 
was rightfully concerned for the protection of their people and the stability of their country. Mark, 
Jodi, and the other Hungarian church leaders and Christians from around the city came 
face-to-face with the difficulty of embracing that simple principle: we are to treat others -- all 
people -- the way God has treated us: with unconditional love and a default toward compassion.  
 
They had to ask themselves the question, “how were they called to love these people, these 
sojourners?” How would they respond? How might you?  
 
Our passage for this morning challenges us to take seriously the incredible gift of God’s love for 
us and the responsibility to share that love with others -- even and especially those who aren’t 
from where we are from or believe the things we believe.  
 
“Love the sojourner, for you were all once sojourners, far from God, and God loved you.”  
 
Explanation of the Text 
 
For several weeks now our church has been studying the book of Deuteronomy, and for several 
weeks each passage we’ve looked at has had the same underlying theme: getting the people of 
Israel ready to enter and take over the land God had promised to give them.  
 
As we begin today in Deuteronomy 10:12-19, we read yet another grand, sweeping, 
comprehensive summation of what God expects of his people. Somewhat surprising, however, 
is that all these commands to God’s people and praises of God’s person culminate not in the 
exaltation of Israel, but instead in the reminder to them -- and to us today -- that God’s blessing 
of love is meant to be shared with everyone: friend, stranger, and sojourner alike.  
 
In vv. 12-13, Moses summarizes much of what we’ve already learned (over the past few weeks, 
while studying Deuteronomy 1-9) regarding what God expects from his people.  

- To “fear the Lord your God” is to respect and revere God in such a way that it permeates 
all your attitudes.  
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- “To walk in all his ways” means to be obedient to God by way of imitation. God’s people 
do the things God does, speak the way God speaks, and carry out his will to love and be 
loved throughout the world.  

- “To love [God]” means to love God alone, to be comprehensively, exclusively, and 
wholeheartedly devoted to him. 

- “To serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul” is very nearly the 
same thing as loving him completely, yet with the added emphasis on service.  

- Finally, “to keep the commandments and statutes of the Lord” means to not only know 
the commandments of God, but to conscientiously and intentionally seek to be obedient, 
not in order to legalistically keep yourself right before God, but instead to demonstrate 
with your life the transformation his love has caused in your heart.  

 
We should also note that all this obedience is said in v. 13 to be “for your good” -- a brief but 
powerful reminder that the laws and commands of God are truly a gift of grace as they align our 
hearts more closely with our Creator’s. 
 
The next six verses, 10:14-19, are carefully structured as a pair of triplets, and help us 
understand that our love for others is not based on our own abilities or ideas, but instead on the 
example of our good and loving God.  
 
Verses 14 and 17 call us to admire and exalt the awesome power and character of God.  
 
In v. 14 God is declared as the sovereign creator and owner of all heaven and earth. Moses 
wanted Israel to remember that the God who had led them out of Egypt and remained faithful as 
they struggled and grew and matured in the desert for 40 years was indeed the God of all 
things, the God they could trust and have confidence in as they prepared to take the Promise 
Land.  
 
In v. 17 Moses again praises the greatness of God, this time focusing on the boundlessness of 
his love -- that he is “not partial and takes no bribe” means that while his love is certainly unique 
(no other gods could compare), it is not exclusive; it is meant to be shared with and transform all 
the people of the world. 
 
Verses 15 and 18 reveal something surprising about God in relation to his character.  
 
The lofty praise and power of God from v. 14 is contrasted with the surprising and stunning truth 
found in v. 15 -- All creation belongs to God, and YET…”he set his heart in love on your fathers 
and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day” -- the God to 
whom everything belongs chose to love Israel. He didn’t need them, and they certainly weren’t 
the greatest people walking the earth. He set his heart and affection on them simply because he 
wished to love them.  
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Not only did God choose to care for Israel, but his heart is also for those whose circumstances 
make life difficult and leave them vulnerable (v. 18): the fatherless, widow, and sojourner. God 
has always had a special concern and love for those that are hurt and lost.  
 
Verses 16 and 19 reveal how the awesome and surprising love and character of God 
impacts our lives.  
 
God’s people are first called to repentance. In v. 16, to “circumcise the foreskin of your heart 
and be no longer stubborn” means to cease and turn away from the the things which are 
counter to the will of God and to act in such a way that demonstrates our understanding of being 
loved by him.  
 
V. 19 applies that familiar biblical principle to a very specific and particular circumstance: we are 
to treat others the way God has treated us, with unconditional love and a default toward 
compassion. And here, in no uncertain terms the people of Israel were commanded by God to 
love “the sojourner”.  
 
The word translated as “sojourner” or perhaps as foreigner or resident alien in other 
translations, appears 92 times in the Old Testament, most frequently in relation to God’s desire 
that they be cared for by God’s people.  
 
In fact, according to theologian Orland Epsin, welcoming the stranger is one of the most 
frequently repeated commandments in the Old Testament. 
 
I am sure many of you are thinking, “I know all this, I get this, I have heard this all before and am 
pretty familiar with the idea that we need to treat others the way God has treated us.”  
 
Israel, no doubt, was at this point pretty familiar with all these ideas too. Yet as they stood at the 
boundary of the promise land, looking forward to everything God was ready to bless them with, 
Moses took a moment to warn them of a potential blind spot -- a place where their pride and 
identity as God’s people might clash with their instruction to love others well (if they did not 
guard against such sins).  
 
Inside the blind spot was, as is so often the case, a group of people who were particularly 
vulnerable to being forgotten, ignored, or even mistreated and abused. Moses calls them, “the 
sojourners”. In our modern context would certainly include refugees, immigrants, and even 
those temporarily visiting our culture and country to work, learn, and live.  
 
“Love the sojourner”, Moses said in Deuteronomy 10:19, “for you were once sojourners too, and 
God loved you.” Treat others the way God has treated you: with unconditional love and a default 
toward compassion.  
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We know this. We get this. But if we know this, if we can understand...why then do we so often 
struggle to do it -- why do we often find it hard to love the sojourner, the refugee, the immigrant, 
the people whom God loves who may not share our culture, values, or beliefs?  
 
Hostility, Hospitality, Household 
 
Theologian Soong-Chan Rah suggests that Christians the world over -- in every country, 
culture, and holy huddle -- should think about our God-given call to love the sojourner along the 
lines of our hostility, hospitality, and household.  
 
The root of our struggle to love the sojourner -- the refugee, immigrant -- begins with our 
hearts harboring hostility toward people different than ourselves. The temptation to 
devalue the unfamiliar can be subtle and devastating. In fact, the temptation to harm, take 
advantage of, see as second class, and do wrong to sojourners was repeatedly prohibited in the 
Old Testament. If you were to read further in the book of Deuteronomy you would find more 
commands in relation to Israel’s treatment of the sojourner: (Deuteronomy 24) 
 

14 “You shall not oppress a hired worker who is poor and needy, whether he is one of 
your brothers or one of the sojourners who are in your land within your towns. 

 
17 “You shall not pervert the justice due to the sojourner…” 

 
And the book of Leviticus, which provides greater detail to all of Israel’s laws again prohibits any 
Israelite from demeaning, devaluing, or showing hostility toward the sojourner. (Leviticus 19) 
 

33 “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong.34 You 
shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall 
love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your 
God.” 

 
The temptation is to look upon all of God’s blessing and attention and love and keep it for 
ourselves. But as Deuteronomy 10:12-19 showed us, only God is to be exalted; our response is 
to see that he first loved us, and share that love with others.  
 
And this was not just true for Israel. The New Testament makes it very clear that those who love 
Jesus are only able to do so because he first loved us. (Ephesians 2) 
 

12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made 
us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility  
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If anyone could have had the right to harbor hostility toward another, it would be God. But the 
Bible teaches us that his love is unconditional and his default is compassion. He calls us to 
share this love, to imitate what he has done for us, and in Deuteronomy he specifically 
commands we do so for those who today are classified as refugees and immigrants.  
 
Hostility can be bound up in our hearts in many different ways. It doesn't have to be as obvious 
as racism, bigotry, or animosity. We promote hostility toward sojourners when we refuse to see 
and welcome them as people, let fear dictate our understanding of their character, and fail to 
view them first and foremost as potential co-heirs to the Kingdom of God, made in the loving 
image of our Creator. They too are souls seeking after God. They too are either already our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, or are part of the harvest perhaps waiting for your hands and feet 
to help work. 
 
How can we combat hostility? There are many ways, and it will likely look different depending 
on the condition of our own hearts. I’d like to suggest just a few ways that I’ve tried to identify 
and repent of the hostility toward sojourners in my own heart -- and let me be clear, I am not 
innocent or blameless of this in the least. Current events have forced me to examine my 
compassion, or lack thereof, to members of our city and the global community who live, think, 
and believe differently than I do. Here’s a few suggestions of things I’ve found helpful:  
 

(1) Prayer. This is not meant to be a cliche. My heart won’t transform under the power of my 
own will -- I have to seek after the work of the Holy Spirit, and that is best done by 
making time to pray for the peace and understanding I need to love those whom God 
loves. (https://www.worldrelief.org/pray) 

(2) Educate: It is not hyperbole to say that you and I are living and watching the largest 
refugee crisis the world has ever seen. At the same time, issues of immigration, legal 
documentation, and deportation are lava-hot social concerns. I would very much 
encourage you to take some time to learn what you can about what refugees and 
immigrants as they seek safety and life in a new country. I’d recommend three books: 
“Welcoming the Stranger”( by Soerens & Hwang Yang), “Christians at the Border” (by 
Carroll), and the recently published “Seeking Refuge” (by Bauman, Soerens, and Smeir). 
All three were specifically written to help Christians navigate the difficult issues of 
refugee care and immigration from a reasonable, biblical perspective.  

(3) Reflect on Scripture: A big motivator of our hostility is fear, and I have found that taking 
the time to pray about and reflect over 1 John 4:18 (There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear.) can do wonders for what I might fear about my brothers 
and sisters from different cultures. Also, check out the “I Was a Stranger Challenge” from 
World Relief -- 40 days of reading and praying through Scriptures about God’s love for 
sojourners. (http://evangelicalimmigrationtable.com/iwasastranger/)  

(4) Confess: This is probably where the most heart level work will need to be done. As you 
discover the ways you might harbor hostility toward people from different cultures and 
backgrounds, you’ve got to go before God and confess. This make take days, or even 
years -- but it’s good and worthy work, and you will see loving fruit flow from it. We all 
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need to admit to one another that this is HARD WORK and that many, if not all of us at 
some level need to be interacting with, perhaps now more than ever.  

 
As we consider and seek to repent of the hostility in our hearts, we also need to commit to 
practicing hospitality. Time and time again, this is the biblical remedy for softening our hearts 
towards strangers. In the Old Testament, “loving the sojourner” often meant providing for their 
material needs -- sharing a meal, helping them find work, accepting their presence as part of the 
community, seeing no differentiation between them and yourself. Looking back at the passage, 
God himself claims to have provided food and clothing for sojourners in v. 18.  
 
In the New Testament, Paul says Christians are to “practice hospitality” in Rom 12:13 -- the 
greek word used is philoxenia, literally “practice loving strangers”. Additionally, in Matthew 25, 
as Jesus teaches the disciples what the life of someone who loves him looks like, he says 
 

35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, 

 
What kind of hospitality you practice will likely look very different depending on your context -- 
and that’s important to remember. Hospitality doesn’t have to mean you spend a lot of money or 
give a lot away. It might mean that, but most of the time the most valuable act of hospitality you 
can show another human being is being open to community -- and refugees and immigrants are 
no different. Think about how you’d want to be treated if you were forced to move from you 
home to another country, or spent a long time in a place you didn’t speak the language or 
understand the customs. Would you rather be completely ignored...or welcomed by someone 
and shown around?  
 
If you have someone in your neighborhood who has immigrated or even been displaced to the 
USA, be sure and say “hello”, and let them know you’re glad to have them as part of our 
community.  
 
Finally, you can take hospitality a step further and open your household, becoming 
family and friends to those seeking to build a new life in our community. This is certainly 
the more difficult thing to do. There will be times when God calls you to focus on compassion 
through hospitality, but there may also be times when he calls you to the more difficult and 
costly work of deeply investing in the life of a sojourner.  
 
The Old Testament is filled with examples of sojourners not only being cared for, but welcomed 
in as equals and as family. In many ways this begins by God reaching out and establishing an 
everlasting covenant of blessing with Abraham, who in turn is instructed to bless all the peoples, 
families, and nations of the earth. Ruth, perhaps the Bible’s most intricate and detailed 
sojourner story, was someone who was immensely blessed first by hospitality, and then by 
being brought into an Israelite family through her marriage to Boaz, becoming not only a 
member of the community but also listed in the lineage of Jesus Christ.  
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I’m certainly not saying that we all need to be on the lookout for someone to marry from a 
different culture or country, but we can open our eyes and hearts to the needs around us, and 
even open our homes -- host an international student or intentionally seek out an immigrant 
family and ask them to share a meal sometime. Perhaps you could tutor english, head to 
K-State on a Wednesday night for Conversation Cafe, or join one of the World Friendship 
groups. One thing many churches around the USA are trying to do is help immigrants update 
their visas or apply for citizenship. If you're someone who is willing and able to do that, come 
talk to me. The Evangelical Free Church of America has an organization, Immigrant Hope, that 
is training people to help immigrants with legal services. It has been a profoundly loving 
movement that has changed the lives of many individuals and families.  
 
The real key is do not overlook those whom God loves -- intentionally or unintentionally. Invite 
them to become part of your lives, our church, and our community.  
 
In Budapest, Mark and the other Hungarian church leaders and Christians embraced the difficult 
work of considering their hostility, hospitality, and household. They prayed that God would allow 
them to see the newly arrived refugees as people he loved, people he was seeking to care for 
and save. The put aside their fears and anxieties, and started serving the refugee families, even 
after they were forced out of Budapest and into camps beyond the city limits.  
 
The Hungarian believers visited the sick, cried with the lonely, defended widows and orphans, 
shared meals, sang songs, and even got to share the Gospel with men, women, and children 
who had never heard it before.  
 
Their hearts changed, they were led to love and show great compassion, and invested deeply 
into the lives of the sojournes God had brought to them.  
 
Chances are pretty good that no train is ever going to pull into Manhattan with thousands of 
refugees and immigrants looking for new homes. But there are people -- our neighbors, 
coworkers, and others we encounter in our everyday contexts -- that are sojourners in our midst, 
people whom God loves and wants us to love as well.  
 
I urge you all, repent of any hostility that may be in your heart, practice compassionate 
hospitality, and seek to open your home to find new friends and family in need of God’s love.  
 
 “Love the sojourner, for you were all once sojourners, far from God, and God loved you.”  
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