
A Vision for Our Life in Christ
2 Peter 1:1-4

Each of us carries on a private, internal conversation about lives and our walks with 
God. Sometimes this conversation is full of grace and truth; sometimes this 
conversation is full of condemnation and lies. For example, if you’re anything like me, 
sometimes your internal conversation about yourself goes like this: “You’re a loser and 
you’ll probably always be a loser. You talk a good game, but you never live it out. If 
people found out who you really are, they wouldn’t want anything to do with you. God 
Himself is perpetually frustrated with you and disappointed in you. The things taught in 
Scripture just don’t ‘work’ for you. They may work for others, but not for you.” 

Don’t worry: That’s not always the internal conversation I have about myself. But it is 
sometimes. Sometimes my thoughts are dominated by condemnation and lies. Scripture 
urges us to pursue something very different. Instead of these internal conversations that 
tend to spiral downward into despair, Scripture urges us to bring God into the 
conversation. We call that prayer. Instead of being fixated on ourselves, Scripture urges 
us to fix our eyes on Jesus and notice how He lived His life and how He can teach us to 
live our lives. When we prayerfully fix our eyes on Jesus, we experience grace and truth 
in powerful ways. And we have a very different vision for our lives.

Beginning today we are going to take four weeks to study a passage of Scripture that 
can give us a fresh vision for our life in Christ; it prompts us to prayerfully fix our eyes on 
Jesus. We are going to take four weeks to study the first fifteen verses of 2 Peter 1.  
This passage talks about what God has done in Christ, our responsibility to seek God, 
and the fruit we can expect in our lives. Today we consider 2 Peter 1:1-4.

A Vision for our Lives: a life full of grace and peace. (2 Peter 1:1-2a)

In verse 1 Peter identifies himself and his readers in an interesting way:

1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have 
received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ: 

We see both humility and authority in the way Peter describes himself. First, he 
identifies himself as a “bond-servant” of Jesus Christ. This meant that his life was not 
his own; he willingly lived in complete submission to Jesus Christ. I don’t know whether 
or not you would end a letter with, “a bond-servant of Jesus Christ,” but this should be 
the norm in the body of Christ. Instead of saying, “I’m going to try a follow Jesus here 
and there, whenever it’s convenient,” our hearts should say, “Since Jesus is Lord - my 
Lord - by His grace I will seek to follow Him in every area of my life.” That was Peter’s 
commitment as a bond-servant of Jesus. 

Second, he was an apostle - one who had been sent by Jesus and given authority 
among the the people of God. The original apostles didn’t teach as if they were merely 
offering an opinion to consider. They taught authoritatively (like prophets in the old 
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covenant); they had received the word of the Lord that was to be communicated to the 
church. 

Peter describes his readers as “those who have received a faith of the same kind as 
ours”; Peter is talking about faith in the sense of confidence/trust in Jesus, not the 
content of our belief. The NIV translates this phrase, “a faith as precious as ours.” Even 
though Peter was an apostle, his faith (his trust/confidence in Jesus) wasn’t superior to 
theirs. All believers have received an equally precious faith from God. This is important 
for us to remember when we’re tempted to feel either superior or inferior to other 
believers. Every believer in this room has an equally precious faith. 

This equality of faith is based upon “the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus 
Christ.” Peter is calling Jesus Christ “our God and Savior.” The righteousness of Jesus 
is what qualified Him to be our substitute on the cross. And it is this same righteousness 
that gives our faith (and therefore our salvation) its preciousness. Nothing is more 
valuable than the salvation that is ours by grace through faith. 

Beginning in verse 2 Peter communicates his aspirations for his readers. Peter’s words 
should give us a vision for our lives. 

2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord; 

Peter wanted his readers to experience the maximum amount of grace and peace 
possible. He envisioned a people who continually, increasingly experienced God’s grace 
and peace. 

By definition grace is God’s help that we don’t deserve and cannot earn. Of course we 
enter the Christian life by grace: “By grace you have been saved through faith.” 
(Ephesians 2:8-9). But we also continue in the Christian life by grace. We tend to think 
that we need God’s grace for some things but that there are lots of things that we can 
do on our own. But the Scriptures suggest that every good thing we do and every virtue 
we cultivate is evidence of God’s grace. Paul made this point in 1 Corinthians 15 when 
he wrote, “I am what I am by the grace of God.” Even though he worked harder than all 
the other apostles, his effectiveness was still a function of God’s grace. 

Can you imagine what your life would be like if you experienced God’s grace at every 
turn? What if you had confidence in every relationship and every circumstance of God’s 
presence and help? You would have a sense that you are never alone in this life, never 
abandoned to make due in your own strength. 

As well, Peter wanted peace to be multiplied within the believers who received his letter. 
Peace is wholeness and a deep, abiding sense of well-being. Even though there may 
be suffering and hardship, a peaceful person is confident in God’s sovereignty and 
God’s care. The opposite would be a life of anxiety and dread - where you’re fixated on 
all sorts of potential disasters that lurk just around the corner. Never mind that 99% of 
them will never happen, they seem very real to an anxious person. 
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Can you imagine what you life would be like if your heart were at perfect peace, if you 
weren’t always agitated at other people and at circumstances far beyond your control? 
You would be able to exhale. Instead of agitating the people around you, you might 
have a calming, edifying effect on others. You would be a safe person and would have 
opportunities to come alongside hurting people that you never had before. 

“Grace and peace be multiplied to you” isn’t merely a spiritual cliche; it’s a powerful 
blessing that God wants us to experience. The rest of this passage (verses 2b-4) 
explains how we can experience increasing grace and peace. Quite simply, Peter says 
that we experience multiplied grace and peace by knowing God and Jesus Christ. 

The Means of Grace and Peace: the knowledge of God and Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 
1:2b-4)

Notice again what Peter writes in verse 2:

2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord; 

God is a person; He isn’t a human, but He is a person. He has a personality and a will 
and character. This means that certain things are true about the way He thinks and feels 
and acts. Other things are untrue about God. This doesn’t mean that God is predictable; 
we can never “master” the knowledge of God the way you might master some other 
field of study. Nevertheless God has revealed an amazing amount about Himself that 
we can know. God has revealed Himself most articulately through Scripture and through 
Jesus (who is the image of the invisible God, the exact representation of His nature - 
Hebrews 1:1-3). If you want to know God, go to the Scriptures and pay special attention 
to Jesus.  

Experiencing multiplied grace and peace isn’t a matter of technique or coincidence; it is 
a matter of growing in our knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. In Scripture we see 
examples of how this can happen in our lives. Let me give three examples. 

First, our knowledge of God can help us deal with sin in our lives. Think about the 
woman “caught” in adultery in John 8. She experienced grace when Jesus told her 
accusers, “Whoever is without sin, cast the first stone.” She experienced more grace 
when Jesus told her, “I do not condemn you. . . go and sin no more.” There is the 
implicit promise of grace to help her “sin no more.” Of course you and I are just like that 
woman. God has “caught” us in every sin we’ve ever committed, and yet we’re told in 
Romans 8:1, “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus.” When we put ourselves in closest proximity to Jesus and get to know Him, we 
will hear Him whisper to us, “I do not condemn you. Go and sin no more.” 

Second, our knowledge of God comes into play when we think about using our spiritual 
gifts. A spiritual gift - whether service or administration or mercy or teaching or giving - is 
a God-given aptitude to represent Christ in some way. Jesus is no longer bodily present 
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on earth, so He now works through the Church, the body of Christ. If we aren’t growing 
in the knowledge of God, we might have a type of false humility that says, “I can’t 
presume that God would use me in the lives of others.” But the better we know God, the 
more confidence we’ll have in His gifting; we’ll be convinced that He delights in using 
flawed, weak people to accomplish His will. We’ll believe that He will give us the grace 
we need to use our gifts effectively. We’ll hear him say, “Fan into flame the gift I’ve given 
you.

Third, think about how our knowledge of God might give us peace in specific 
circumstances. Philippians 4:6-7 tells us:

6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.

Paul makes a very direct correlation between prayer/supplication with thanksgiving and 
peace. But if a person isn’t really getting to know God, prayer will be a rather sterile 
exercise (if s/he prays at all). Knowing God and Jesus fuels our praying; we aren’t 
talking to an invisible stranger. We can sense that God has heard and that He will 
answer with compassion and with power. Instead of being anxious we experience 
peace.

Verse 3 restates and carries further the thoughts of verse 2. He reminds them that 
everything they have experienced to date flows from their knowledge of Jesus Christ.  

3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and 
godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and 
excellence. 

The mention of “His divine power” is a reference to God Himself: God is divine and 
powerful; He is not a mere mortal and He is not weak. God is divine in His power. When 
you enter into a relationship with God through faith in Jesus, God powerfully gives you 
“everything pertaining to life and godliness.” You become a new creature in Christ; you 
have a new identity; you have new appetites; the very Spirit of God is placed within you. 
God has powerfully given you everything you need to experience “life and godliness.” Of 
course, you’re not immediately fully mature. But in a foundational sense God has 
granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness at conversion. 

In the second half of verse 3 Peter says that we have come to experience this “life and 
godliness”: “through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and 
excellence.” I think Peter is still talking about our conversion here. He uses the same 
word for “knowledge” that he used in verse 2, but with a prefix added which intensifies 
the word. The NASB translates is “true knowledge.” It makes sense that we would enter 
into a relationship with God through true knowledge and then experience multiplied 
grace and peace through knowing Him more fully. 
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Jesus is described as “Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.” Peter and 
the other disciples were compelled to follow Jesus when we saw His glory and 
excellence. John wrote in John 1:14: 

14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory 
as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

They saw Jesus’ glory unveiled at the transfiguration; but they also saw His glory 
through the things He said and did. At one point Peter noticed the disparity between 
Jesus’ glory and his own sinfulness and cried out, “Go away from Me Lord, for I am a 
sinful man!” But ultimately Jesus’ glory drew them to Himself. As well, His moral 
excellence was unlike anything they’d ever seen. That too drew them to Jesus. 

Verse 4 Peter says that these qualities of glory and excellence also characterize the 
promises Jesus has made to us. 

4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that 
by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world by lust.

The promises of Jesus are “precious and magnificent” - they are more precious than 
silver and gold. We aren’t told exactly which promises Peter had in mind, but it makes 
sense that they are the promises related to the “life and godliness” that are ours in 
Christ. For example, Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would be given to those who 
believe; there’s nothing more precious that God Himself dwelling within us. Jesus 
promised repeatedly that He would return for those who are His. Such promises have a 
powerful effect on those who are growing in the knowledge of Jesus. Through these 
promises we “become partakers in the divine nature.” In other words, our lives take on 
the character of God Himself; there will be qualities about our lives that simply can’t be 
explained in human terms. 

Finally Peter makes the insightful comment that those who partake of the divine nature 
have “escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” Lust simply means 
“strong desire”; here it denotes strong sinful desires. The corruption we see all around 
us is the consequence/result of such lust - whether it’s a craving for money, sex, or 
power. Of course it all began in the garden with Adam and Eve’s desire to eat the 
forbidden fruit and be “like God.” Even since the fall we have desired things that only 
bring corruption into the world. Lust for things we don’t have and shouldn’t have leads to 
envy, strife, violence, hatred - the very opposite of grace and peace. 

Frederich Buechner commented that “Lust is the craving for salt of a man who is dying 
of thirst.” Our lusts only make our condition worse. 

Peter wants us to know that our relationship with God through Jesus has allowed us to 
“escape the corruption that is in the world by lust.” The better we know God and Jesus, 
the more we’ll experience grace and peace and the more we’ll escape corruption. We’ll 
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see next week in verses 5 through 9 that we have the responsibility to cultivate certain 
virtues. But all of our efforts should flow from our knowledge of God and Jesus. 

My question for you today is: Are you convinced that knowing God through Jesus is the 
most critical, strategic, important endeavor in your life? Or is it more of an afterthought?

Many of you are familiar with Larry Crabb; he’s an author and counselor. He was sitting 
in church in Colorado Springs one Sunday morning in 1991 when he learned that the 
plane carrying his older brother (en route to Denver) had crashed. When he and his wife 
arrived at the Denver airport, they discovered that there were no survivors. Crabb says 
that he cried a lot of tears during the following two weeks, but there was something 
deeper going on inside of him that hadn’t surfaced yet. At midnight, two Sundays after 
his brother had died, Crabb got out of bed, found his Bible, and “headed for the privacy 
of his study.” He sobbed uncontrollably as waves of grief washed over him. Eventually 
he was able to cry out to God. Here is some of what he prayed:

“God, I don’t know how to come to you. I need to know you, to sense your 
presence, to feel your love, more than anything else. But I don’t know what to do. 
Every path I follow leads back to me. I must find the way to you! I know you’re all I 
have. But I don’t know you well enough for you to be all I need. Please let me find 
you.” 

His admission, “I don’t know you well enough” (for You to make a difference in my life) 
was a real turning point in Larry Crabb’s life. He began seeking and finding God in a 
way he never had before. 

It may be that some of us here today need to come to the same conclusion: we don’t 
know God well enough for Him to make much difference in our lives. It’s possible to 
know lots about God without really knowing Him. It’s possible to know lots about how 
others have experienced God without really experiencing Him firsthand. It may be that 
you lack grace and peace because you really don’t know Jesus very well. If that’s your 
condition here today, cry out to God that you want to know Him.


