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God is Just and Fair in His Display of Mercy 
 

At some point in life most of us will experience things that make us question God how 
God is working – disappointments, loss, sickness or good plans frustrated. When we 
face such things we can find ourselves wondering about God and His ways? Is He just?  
Is He fair?  As we come to Romans 9:14-24, Paul addresses questions of justice and 
fairness that surface related to how God has chosen to work among the Jews and the 
Gentiles.  As Paul addresses these issues, we find helpful insights on how to think 
about our own questions about God’s ways. 
 
Perspective on Difficult Passages: This is a passage (as is all of Romans 9-11) that believers who care 
deeply about the Bible come to and can end up with different conclusions.  And because of the subject 
matter we can possess strong feelings about our conclusions.  But the reality is that this is a very complex 
passage over which believers have disagreed for a really long time should lead all of us to hold our posi-
tions with humility.  And when we interact with those with whom we disagree, we need to remember that 
love and humility matter a lot. 
 
 
Read Romans 9:14-24 
 
1. How does this passage connect to the previous section? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What does this passage teach about God? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How does Paul respond to the accusation that God’s electing activity seems to be 

unjust (v. 15-18)? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How does Paul respond to the idea that God’s activity seems to be unfair (v. 20-21)?  

Does this seem like a satisfying way to think about this?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Brian said: 
 

I want to take some time to talk particularly about those situations in which some of us find our-
selves where we cannot get our minds around how it could be true that God is just and fair.  
Maybe it is a situation where we’ve prayed for a loved one to come to faith in Christ, but we see 
no response.  Or, if we broaden it up to other areas besides issues of salvation, maybe it is a 
situation where something so devastating happened to you or a loved one.  And as you try to 
get your mind around how God could let that happen if He is just and fair, you just can’t do it.  
Or maybe it’s just looking at events in our world – things like the refugee crisis in the Middle 
East and we see the suffering of the children and we wonder about how God can be just and 
fair. . .What we tend to do in these situations is to try to figure it out in our own minds how God 
can actually be doing something just and fair.  We expend so much energy trying to get our 
minds around how it can be true that this thing has happened and God is just and fair.  The 
problem with this approach is that sometimes there will be things that we can never get our 
minds around and understand.  And so the main thought I have for you if you are facing some-
thing like this is this:  Work to believe THAT it is true more than HOW it can be true that 
God is just and fair in how He is working.  
 
5. What do you think about the suggestion to work at believing that God is just and fair 

more than trying to understand how it can be true in the situation that you are fac-
ing? 

 
 
 
6. What are some ways that we can “work to believe” that it is indeed true that God is 

just and fair? 
 
 
 
 
Brian said: 
 

As I’ve thought . . . about the situations that some of you are facing – things that are so devas-
tating; things that are so hard to understand; things that are so painful.  I wish you were not fac-
ing those things.  But you are.  And you have a choice.  You can either continue to try to figure 
out how God is just and fair or you can choose to believe that He is.  And if you continue on the 
path of trying to figure it all out and can’t you might end up at a place where you conclude that 
God is NOT just and fair.  And if that’s where you end up, what are you left with? You will be left 
with a diminished relationship with God.  Because if in your heart you conclude that God is not 
just and God is not fair, it will not be possible to trust Him.  And if we don’t trust God, we are tru-
ly in a desperate place. 
 
7. Have you ever been in this place where you’ve simply had to make a choice to be-

lieve that God is just and fair in what He is doing (or has done)?  Explain.  
 
 
 

 
8. What is the main thing that you sense God has been saying to you in this study?  


