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Difference Makers 
Acts 3:1-10 

 
Once in a while when I’m out for a run, I will cut through the Sunset Cemetery. Usually, I 
don’t actually run through the cemetery . . . I walk.  And the reason I walk is because I 
like to think there.  I like to read the names and look at the dates.  I think about the men 
and women and children who are buried there and I wonder about them.  What was life 
like for her?  What kind of life did he live?  What kind of person was she?   
 
These questions ultimately help me think about me.  It reminds me that this life is not 
forever.  At some point the life that I’m living (the dash) will have a number put at the 
end of it like everyone in that cemetery. And that thought helps me step away from the 
busyness of life and help me think about larger questions. What kind of person am I be-
coming?  What kind of life am I living? Is my life making a difference? 
 
Dave Ferguson, a pastor in Illinois says that every believer has a “missional impulse.”  
In other words, deep within every follower of Jesus is a desire to make a difference in 
the lives of others.  Walking through the cemetery helps me get in touch with my mis-
sional impulse.  I DO want to be a difference maker? 
 
How about you?  Do you sense those feelings at times . . . the desire to make a differ-
ence? I believe that if you are a follower of Christ, you do.  You too have a missional 
impulse.  It may be that you haven’t connected to it in a really long time because you 
haven’t slowed down long enough to feel those feelings and to think those thoughts, but 
they are there.   
 
Well, this morning instead of taking a walk through a cemetery, we are going to take a 
walk through a passage of Scripture that I hope will help us connect to our desire to be 
difference makers and to help us think about how we can do that.  We are going to look 
at Acts 3:1-10, which is a passage that records how Peter and John made a difference 
in the life of a lame man.   
 
I. Difference Makers:  Peter and John and a Lame Man (Acts 3:1-10) 
 
Let’s start reading in Acts 3:1: 
 

1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth hour, the 
hour of prayer.  

 
At this point in the history of the early church, the disciples were still in Jerusalem.  And 
they are continuing to practice their spirituality in the context of their Jewish back-
ground.  And so they are going to the temple at one of the appointed hours for prayer. 
They are simply going about their normal activities on this day.  
 
Now, there’s another man who is going about his normal activities on this day as well.   
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2 And a certain man who had been lame from his mother's womb was be-
ing carried along, whom they used to set down every day at the gate of 
the temple which is called Beautiful, in order to beg alms of those who 
were entering the temple.  

 
There are several things that Luke tells us about this man.  First, he is lame.  In fact, he 
has been lame from His mother’s womb.  Luke also tells us that this man is being car-
ried to the temple to beg just as he did every day. It was a good place to beg because 
almsgiving was something considered virtuous among the Jews.  
 
Can you imagine this kind of life?  We find out in Acts 4:22 that this man was more than 
40 years old.  This had been his life for a long time. And there was also probably plenty 
of shame associated with his condition because there was a common thought among 
the Jews that if a person was born with a defect that it was probably because of sin.  
Remember what the disciples asked Jesus in John 9 when they saw the man who was 
blind from birth?  They asked, “Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he should be 
born blind?” (John 9:2).  And so you can imagine the judgment and the shame and al-
ienation he experienced. 
 

3 And when he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he began 
asking to receive alms.   4 And Peter, along with John, fixed his gaze up-
on him and said, "Look at us!"  
 

Peter gives this man the dignity of giving him his full attention.  But he also asks for the 
man’s full attention – “Look at us!”  Either the man was looking down in embarrassment 
or maybe he was scanning the crowd for others to whom he would call out.  We don’t 
really know.  
 

5 And he began to give them his attention, expecting to receive something 
from them.  

 
Some kind of provision.  That’s what he expects.  That is all that he has received up to 
this point in his life. 

 
6 But Peter said, "I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I 
give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene-- walk!" 7 And seiz-
ing him by the right hand, he raised him up; and immediately his feet and 
his ankles were strengthened. 

 
The man thought that his need was money, but what he received was an encounter with 
Christ.  Peter says, “I don’t have silver.  I don’t have gold.  I don’t have material riches, 
but what I do have can change your life.”  Peter proclaims the name of Jesus over this 
man and commands him to walk.  And he grabs the man by the hand and he raises him 
up.  And it says that his feet and his ankles were strengthened.  He is healed!  For the 
first time in his life he stands up.   
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Now, typically when someone is healed in the New Testament the one being healed 
expresses faith.  We don’t read that here, but later when Peter is explaining to the wit-
nesses what happened, he says this about the man in verse 16: 
 

16 "And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has 
strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which 
comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of 
you all. 

 
This man didn’t just meet some almsgivers who would give him enough for another day; 
he met some difference makers who gave him what changed his whole life.  He got 
physical health, but even more importantly he had an encounter with Christ.  And he 
cannot contain himself.  

 
8 And with a leap, he stood upright and began to walk; and he entered the 
temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the 
people saw him walking and praising God;  

 
He cannot contain the joy that he feels and as a result he makes quite a scene as he 
goes into the temple.  And no one misses it.  It says all the people saw him.   
 

10 and they were taking note of him as being the one who used to sit at 
the Beautiful Gate of the temple to beg alms, and they were filled with 
wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 

 
These people knew who this man was.  They had seen him day after day begging.  But 
now they see him walking and leaping and praising God.  And as a result they were 
filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 
 
What a day!  Peter and John are just going up to the temple to pray. But as they walk 
through their day, they do so with sensitivity to the Spirit.  And so when they encoun-
tered this man they sense that God wants to do something and they engage him.  They 
see his true need and they address that.  And his life was changed.  And his changed-
life was so dramatic that it gives Peter an opportunity to explain to the people what had 
happened.  He has an opportunity to proclaim the Gospel.  And then we read this sum-
mary statement in Acts 4:4: 
 

4 But many of those who had heard the message believed; and the num-
ber of the men came to be about five thousand. 

 
Hundreds of people ended up believing in Jesus.  But it all started with Peter and John’s 
encounter with this one man.  Peter and John were difference makers.  They helped 
this man encounter Christ in a life-changing way and his changed life rippled out and 
others came to faith as well. 
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Now, we may never command someone who is lame to get up and walk, but the Scrip-
tures are clear that God wants us all to be difference makers.  We have been commis-
sioned by Jesus to go and make disciples (Matt. 28:19); we are to be ambassadors for 
Christ (2 Cor. 5:20); we are be salt and light in this world (Matt. 5:13-14); we are to love 
the least of these (Matt. 25:40).  Every one of us is called to live in ways that helps point 
others to Jesus.  We are to be difference makers.  
 
Obviously the Bible has a lot to say about how we should live if we want to be difference 
makers, but in the rest of our time, I want to offer some suggestions that we can draw 
from this passage that will help us live as difference makers.  
 
II. Suggestions for Living as Difference Makers 
 
The first is this:  Learn to “see” people.  So often we move through our days and we 
see people, but we really don’t SEE people.  Peter fixed his gaze on this man.  He saw 
him.  In their book, Living a Life on Loan, the authors make this point:   
 

You will never, ever lock eyes with anybody who isn’t valued by God . . . 
no matter what his or her life looks like” (p. 83). 

 
No matter what this man’s life looked like, Peter saw him as someone loved and valued 
by God. Do we “see” people?  Do we believe as we go through our days that every per-
son we encounter is loved and valued by God? 
 
The other day Sam wanted me to pick up a burrito for him from Chipotle that he had or-
dered online.  And so I swung by there on my way home from lunch.  I walked up to the 
pickup window and told that gal working in there that I was picking something up for 
Sam Anderson.  And as she came over to find his order, she said to me, “How’s your 
day going?”  And it kind of shook me out of my “let’s get this transaction done as quickly 
as we can” mentality.  I wasn’t seeing her.  She was just the person behind the counter 
who was going to take my money and who was going to hand me Sam’s 6-pound burri-
to.  But when she asked me that question I kind of snapped out of my “not seeing her” 
and started to engage her and ask her some questions about her day.  
 
If we are going to be difference makers, we need to learn to “see” people.  Every person 
you encounter has a history and a story. Some may look important.  Some may not.  
But you will never lock eyes with anybody who isn’t valued by God.  And so when you 
checkout at the grocery store or run into your mailperson or rub shoulders with other 
parents at back-to-school nights or at soccer matches, learn to see them.  They are 
people valued by God.  
 
Secondly, wonder about people’s real needs.  In Peter’s case this wasn’t so hard.  
Yes, the man was asking for alms, but Peter saw the deeper need – the need for heal-
ing and the need to encounter Christ.  
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For us it can be so hard to see real needs, right?  Most people with whom we rub 
shoulders are not like the beggar that Peter encountered.  They often look like they 
have it all together.  But the truth of the matter is that everyone has deeper needs; real 
needs.  Every person has battles he or she is facing:  a struggling marriage; financial 
pressures; feelings of lostness; a wayward child; loneliness; loss of hope.  And every 
day all around us is a world of people who have been “lame” spiritually from birth?   
 
If we are going to see people’s true needs, we need to look beyond all of the externals.  
Let me encourage you to try to wonder about people’s real needs. Ask God, “God, I 
wonder what’s really going on in her life?  What’s his story? What’s going on in this 
child’s life?”  Wonder about your neighbors.  Wonder about your co-workers.  Wonder 
about your classmates.  What I’m talking about is a kind of prayerful wondering where 
you are having a conversation with God about the people you encounter as you go 
through your day.   
 
So, we need to “see” people and we need to wonder about their real needs. Third, it is 
also important to know what you have to give.  Peter and John didn’t have silver.  
They didn’t have gold.  They didn’t have material possession to offer this man.  But Pe-
ter tells this man, “What I do have I give to you.”   And what they had was exactly what 
the lame man needed.  They had a connection to the risen Christ and His spiritual re-
sources and that’s what they offer to this man. 
 
As believers in Jesus, we too have this connection to the risen Christ and His spiritual 
resources.  We have a life-transforming message that sins can be forgiven and that 
people can be set free from spiritual “lameness.”  We have a message of hope and love 
and grace and power that addresses the real needs that people have.  We are connect-
ed to a deep well of spiritual resources, that’s what you have to give.  And so through 
Christ, you can give love, time, care, attention, friendship and service.  You have Christ 
and He is the answer to people’s deepest and truest needs.  If we can stay really clear 
about this, it will help us live as difference makers. 
 
The last suggestion for becoming a difference maker is to be available.  Peter and 
John are heading somewhere.  They are going up to the temple to worship.  But when 
then encounter this man they are available to God and what He wants to do.  They are 
sensitive to the leading of God’s Spirit.   
 
If we want to be difference makers, we need to be available.  In one sense our availabil-
ity is to people, but in a more important sense we need to be available to God and how 
He might want to use us. Yes, we’ve got our plans for the day, but if we are available 
we live with sensitivity to God’s Spirit and the opportunities that He lays before us and 
we allow our plans to be interrupted to respond to the needs that God brings to us.     
 
One of my mentor’s through his books and speaking is a pastor named Bill Hybels.  In 
his book, Just Walk Across the Room, he shares a prayer that he often prays in the 
morning to express availability: 
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My life is in your hands, God.  Use me to point someone to you today – I 
promise to cooperate in any way I can.  If you want me to say a word for 
you today, I’ll do that.  If you want me to keep quiet but demonstrate love 
and servanthood, by your Spirit’s power I will.  I’m fully available to you to-
day, so guide me by your Spirit (Just Walk Across the Room, 37). 

 
“See” people.  Wonder about their real needs.  Know what you have to give.  And be 
available.  These will help all of us be difference makers.     
 
I shared this story a number of years back, but I want to share it again because it is a 
great illustration of what we are talking about this morning.  Mike Breaux in his book, 
Making Ripples, tells the day when he left his basketball practice as a freshman in col-
lege and was riding his bike to his part-time job.  His route took him past a housing pro-
ject.  As he rode by he sensed God saying to him, “You’re early for work, why not . . . go 
play with those kids?”  And so he did.  He met a little guy named Willie who was shoot-
ing baskets and he started shooting with him.  They hit it off and so Mike kept going 
back.  He learned that Willie’s mom was a single parent.  He also found out the Willie 
didn’t have any positive male role models and so Mike became that to Willie.  Willie be-
came like a little brother.   
 
After Mike graduated from college he lost track of Willie.  Fast-forward 30 years.  One 
day Mike gets a call in his church office and the voice on the other end is Willie.  Willie 
shares that in the past 30 years he has been on quite a journey.  He has struggled with 
drug and alcohol addictions.  He had been in a lot of trouble.  But just the week before 
he made this call he had gone to a men’s retreat and at that retreat he surrendered his 
life to Jesus.  At one point at that retreat he was in a group with some other men and 
they asked him how he started his spiritual journey.  And he told them about this guy 
named Mike Breaux who used to stop by his house and shoot baskets with him.  He ex-
plained that Mike was the first Christian he had ever met.   
 
Long story short, these guys know of Mike and so they help him figure out how he can 
contact him.  And here he was on the phone and he had a question.  He said, “Mike, I 
was wondering if you’d . . . baptize me.”  Breaux writes about that opportunity: 
 

There are no words to describe to you the thrill it was to take Willie down 
into that water, bring him back up, and embrace him thirty years after I 
parked my bike at his playground!  I would have never written “Baptize Wil-
lie” into my life master plan.  His baptism was, instead, the result of two 
people simply following the voice of God who wants to lead our lives in 
ways we’ve never dreamed. 

 
Mike “saw” Willie.  He saw his real need.  He was available to God’s Spirit’s that led him 
that day to stop at the playground.  And he gave Willie what he could – time, love, men-
toring, friendship.  And that was the seed that led Willie to trust Christ 30 years later.  
Mike was a difference maker.  May we all live as difference makers in this world of 
need. 


