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What’s Wrong with the World? 
 
This week we are taking a break from our series on the character of God to look at the 
problem of sin.  Our guest speaker on Sunday, Andrew Campbell, helped us think 
deeply about sin and how bad it really is.  He encouraged us to think deeply about sin 
because the remedy for our sin is only desirable news when we see how bad the prob-
lem really is.  And the problem of sin is really bad.  Really bad.   
 
Read Romans 5:12-21 
 
1. What are your first reactions to this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What does this passage teach about sin?  about death? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. In what ways are the acts of Adam and Jesus similar/dissimilar? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew said: 
 

A terrible imposter entered the world and hasn’t left. Sin is deceptive, and it’s worse than you 
and I think because it looks like the real deal.  It’s an imposter. It looks like it’s going to satisfy. It 
promises happiness and fulfillment.  It promises that this time, you’ll be glad you made the trade. 
You don’t want to miss out on this opportunity. You’ll be glad you chose your own way instead 
of listening to God.  You’ll be happier if you choose pornography instead of God’s design for in-
timacy in the marriage bed.  You’ll be better off cheating to make the grade rather than working 
with honesty and integrity. It’s better to hold that grudge and harbor bitterness in your heart than 
forgive in the manner of Jesus.  You’ll be glad you traded this for that, sin for what’s good. That’s 
the lie. Sin is an imposter, it’s a counterfeit.  
 
4. In what ways have you experienced the truth that sin is an imposter that lies to us? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Andrew said: 
 

We see the impact [of sin] all around us: there is something very wrong with the world.  Theolo-
gian G.K. Chesterton, when asked what’s wrong with the world, gave this famous reply:  “I am.”  
He hit the nail on the head. You and I are what’s wrong with the world.  And we’re worse than 
we think. 
 
5. How do you react to this statement? 
 
 
 
 
 
6. When did you first begin to realize that you were guilty of sin? 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew said: 
 

We were never meant to live like this.  And there’s only one solution. There’s only one way to be 
made whole again.  But let’s not rush to the good news. The bad news needs to sink in.  In fact, 
the remedy is desirable only if we realize how terrible the problem really is.  Sin is an imposter, 
it’s pervasive, and it’s fatal. It’s worse than we think. 
 
7. Have you ever had an experience of the bad news of sin really sinking in such that 

you found yourself more grateful for the remedy?  If so, describe that experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


