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  God is All Wise 
 

Do you ever find yourself questioning God?  “God, why did this happen?”  “God, if you 
are all powerful and good, why did you let this happen?”  Sometimes we can face such 
difficult things in life, things that make no sense to us, and we wonder what God is up 
to.  We find ourselves questioning God.     
 
This coming weekend our family will be attending the wedding of my sister’s oldest 
daughter.  It will be a great celebration and I’m really looking forward to it, but I know 
that in the midst of that day, one of the thoughts that I will surely have is, “Kim should be 
here.”  After fourteen years I still don’t understand why God allowed Kim to die when 
she was only thirty-eight; a mother of five young kids.  It sure seems to me that it would 
have been better for her to be able to raise her kids.  As much as any one I’ve ever 
known, she lived with intentionality in pointing people to faith in God.  She loved and 
reached out to her neighbors.  She lived a life that made a difference.  When these 
kinds of things happen, we find ourselves questioning God, don’t we?  “God, why did 
this happen?”  
 
I know that many of you in the past, or even right now, have experienced such things; 
things that from your vantage point make no sense; things that if it was up to you, you 
would chosen a different outcome.  And deep within you is some form of the question: 
“God, what are you doing?”  “God, why did you let that happen?” 
 
Well, today, as we continue our sermon series, “God is . . . . ,” we come to an aspect of 
God’s character that we simply must cling to when we encounter such difficulties.  Job 
declares: 
 

With Him are wisdom and might;  
To Him belong counsel and understanding.  

Job 12:13 
 
And in the New Testament, Paul says: 
  

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  

Romans 11:33 
 
The attribute of God that we simply must cling is God’s wisdom.  God is all wise.  J.I. 
Packer in his wonderful book, Knowing God, defines God’s wisdom this way: 
 

Wisdom is the power to see, and the inclination to choose, the best and 
highest goal, together with the surest means of attaining it (80). 

 
And so, in His wisdom, God is always working to bring about that which is the highest 
and best goal, and with His perfect knowledge, He is always able to pursue that highest 
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goal with the “surest means.”  And this is ALWAYS true, even when it doesn’t make 
sense to us.   
 
Scripture teaches that the highest goal that God is always working towards is a restora-
tion of a right relationship between Himself and mankind.  God created man to worship 
and honor and love Him, but at the Fall this relationship was broken and mankind began 
to live in independence and rebellion from God.  In His wisdom, God is always at work 
to bring about a restoration of that right relationship.  
 
And so God’s highest and best goal is drawing men and women back into a right rela-
tionship with Him.  It is that the Gospel of Christ would go forth into all the world so that 
men and women would trust Christ as Savoir and then having been saved from sin 
would live in obedience to Him as Lord.  His highest goal is that we would be conformed 
to the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29-30) and once again worship and honor and love Him 
as He deserves.  
 
This is what God in His wisdom is always seeking to bring about.  This is the story of the 
Bible. And central to this story is Jesus Christ.  This is why Paul said this in Ephesians 
3:     
 

8 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the 
Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light what is 
the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God 
who created all things; 10 so that the manifold wisdom of God might now 
be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the 
heavenly places.  

 
The mystery here is God’s plan to bring about redemption through Christ.  For ages, this 
plan was hidden though God was working to accomplish it.  The seeds of this plan are 
hinted at in God’s call of Abraham in Genesis 12, where God tells Abraham that in him 
all the nations would be blessed (Gen. 12:3).  And so the story of the Bible is about God 
bringing this blessing, spoken of to Abraham, to fulfillment through Christ.  What God 
has done and is doing through Christ is the ultimate expression of the manifold wisdom 
of God.  This is God’s highest and best goal.  
 
Over and over again as we read the biographical accounts of people in the Bible we see 
God at work to accomplish this best and highest goal.  There are all sorts of examples 
that we could look at to demonstrate this, but this morning I’d like to take a look at the 
life of Joseph as a kind of case study of God’s wisdom at work in one person’s life as 
well as to advance His purposes in the world.    
 
We find the story of Joseph starting in Genesis 37.  In Genesis 37:1–4 we read this: 
 

1 Now Jacob lived in the land where his father had sojourned, in the land 
of Canaan.  2 These are the records of the generations of Jacob.  Joseph, 
when seventeen years of age, was pasturing the flock with his brothers 
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while he was still a youth, along with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of 
Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought back a bad report about 
them to their father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, be-
cause he was the son of his old age; and he made him a varicolored tunic.  
4 His brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers; 
and so they hated him and could not speak to him on friendly terms.  

 
Jacob was the grandson of Abraham.  He is now living in the land promised to Abra-
ham.  Jacob has twelve sons, one of whom is Joseph.  We are told that he loved Jo-
seph more then all his sons and because of this Joseph’s brothers hated Joseph.  
 
In the next verses we are told that Joseph has dreams in which his brothers bow down 
to him.  Joseph, probably with some youthful arrogance, told these dreams to his broth-
ers.  You can imagine what that sounded like to them to have their younger brother tell 
them such things.  And as a result we are told that his brothers hated him even more 
(37:8).   
 
Some time later when Joseph’s brothers are out pasturing their sheep Jacob sends Jo-
seph to check on their welfare.  When the brothers see him coming, they determine that 
they are going to kill him (37:18).  But in the end they don’t kill him, rather they sell him 
to a group of Ishmaelites who are traveling to Egypt (37:25).  
 
At the start of chapter 39 we read: 
 

1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an Egyptian 
officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the bodyguard, bought him from the 
Ishmaelites, who had taken him down there.  2 The LORD was with Joseph, 
so he became a successful man. And he was in the house of his master, 
the Egyptian.  3 Now his master saw that the LORD was with him and how 
the LORD caused all that he did to prosper in his hand.  4 So Joseph found 
favor in his sight and became his personal servant; and he made him 
overseer over his house, and all that he owned he put in his charge.  

 
And so Joseph is tragically separated from his father and his family and the land of 
promise.  Can you imagine what that must have felt like for a seventeen year old boy?  
But we are told that God is at work in his life; God makes him successful in the land of 
Egypt as a servant in Potiphar’s house. 
 
Now, the text tells us that eventually Potiphar’s wife tries to seduce him, but Joseph in 
faithfulness to his master and to God rejects her advances, which eventually causes her 
to accuse Joseph of trying to rape her and Joseph is thrown into prison though he is 
perfectly innocent (39:19ff).  But even there, God continues to bless him.  
 
At some point while he is in prison the cupbearer and the baker for the king offend the 
king and they end up in jail.  One night they both have a dream and Joseph is able to 
rightly interpret their dreams.  He informs the cupbearer that he would be restored to 
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serving the king, but that the baker would be executed.  Joseph, hoping to get out of 
prison, tells the cupbearer to mention him to the king.  But the cupbearer forgets and 
Joseph spends another two years in jail (41:1). 
 
At the end of those two years, the king has a dream that no one can interpret (41:1), 
which prompts the cupbearer to remember Joseph.  He tells the king how Joseph had 
rightly interpreted his dream.   And so the king calls for Joseph (41:14).  He tells his 
dream to Joseph and Joseph tells the king that God is showing Pharaoh what God is 
going to do.  Joseph explains that these dreams point to an impending famine that 
would sweep the land after several years of abundance.  Joseph not only interprets the 
dream, but he also advices that a man be appointed to collect grain during the abundant 
years that it might be the provision that they will need in the years of famine (41:33-36). 
 
In the end, Pharaoh believes that there is no one like Joseph in whom God has placed 
such wisdom and so he appoints Joseph to be the one put in charge of this task (41:39-
41).  We read this in 41:46-49 
 

46 Now Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt.  

 
It has been around thirteen years since his brothers sold him – thirteen years since he 
felt the embrace of his father or had any interaction with his family.  You wonder how 
often Joseph wondered about his family.  You wonder what he thought about God and 
what God was doing.  You wonder how much he missed worshipping God with the peo-
ple of God in the land of promise.  Did he ever wonder about God’s wisdom in all of 
this?   
 
We aren’t told about the questions that Joseph might have asked God.  We are told that 
though Joseph had been through some very difficult experiences, God was blessing 
him.   

 
And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh and went through all 
the land of Egypt.  47 During the seven years of plenty the land brought 
forth abundantly. 48 So he gathered all the food of these seven years 
which occurred in the land of Egypt and placed the food in the cities; he 
placed in every city the food from its own surrounding fields.  

 
Eventually, the famine comes, not just in Egypt, but also in all the land (41:56).  And we 
read this in 42:1-2: 
 

1 Now Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, and Jacob said to his 
sons, “Why are you staring at one another?”  2 He said, “Behold, I have 
heard that there is grain in Egypt; go down there and buy some for us from 
that place, so that we may live and not die.”  
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And so the ten sons of Jacob head down to Egypt and when they get there guess whom 
they stand before?  Verse 6:  
 

6 Now Joseph was the ruler over the land; he was the one who sold to all 
the people of the land. And Joseph’s brothers came and bowed down to 
him with their faces to the ground.  

 
The text tells us that Joseph recognizes them, but they do not recognize him.  But here 
they are, bowing before him in fulfillment of those dreams that Joseph had when he was 
seventeen.   
 
Now, there is a lot that goes on that we don’t have time to look at and so let me simply 
summarize by saying that on a second return trip to Egypt for more grain, Joseph even-
tually reveals himself to his brothers.  And this is what he says to them in chapter 45:  
 

5 “Now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold me 
here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.  6 “For the famine has 
been in the land these two years, and there are still five years in which 
there will be neither plowing nor harvesting.  7 “God sent me before you to 
preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive by a great 
deliverance.  8 “Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me here, but God;  

 
At this point in his life, Joseph has gained insight into what God had been up to in Jo-
seph’s difficult life.  He has understood that God in His wisdom sent him to Egypt for the 
purpose of preserving life.  And specifically, he says that he understands that God sent 
me before you to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive.  See, 
unless the family of Jacob is delivered and kept alive through this famine the promise 
made to Abraham that through his descendants all the nations would be blessed, would 
fail.   
 
Eventually, Joseph has Jacob and Jacob’s whole family move to Egypt.  Seventeen 
years later when Jacob dies Joseph’s brothers again fear that Joseph may still seek re-
venge against them.  But here is what Joseph says to them in 50:19-21: 
 

19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in God’s place? 
20 “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in or-
der to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. 21 “So 
therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” So 
he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.  

 
What his brothers did to him was evil.  Can you imagine the shear anguish that they 
caused Joseph and their father?  It would have been horrible.  I’m sure there was a time 
when Joseph was bitter at his brothers and maybe mad at God for allowing him, as a 
seventeen-year-old boy, to be ripped from his family.  I’m sure there was a time when 
Joseph asked God, “What are you doing?”  But over time, he came to understand that 
this was God’s plan.  He came to understand that in His perfect wisdom God sent him to 
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Egypt to preserve many people alive and especially the Abrahamic line to whom eternal 
promises had been made. 
 
Joseph’s story is just one that illustrates that God has the power to see, and the inclina-
tion to choose, the best and highest goal, together with the surest means of attaining it.  
This is what he did in Joseph’s situation and this is what he is doing in each one of our 
lives at every moment as well.  God is all-wise.   
 
And so when we think about this truth about God’s character, what does this mean for 
us?  What does it mean for us to know that we have an all-wise God who is always 
working to bring about the highest and best goal through the surest means?  It means 
that we can trust Him.  It means we SHOULD trust Him.   
 
God’s infinite wisdom is joined together with His unlimited power and His perfect knowl-
edge and this makes Him completely worthy of our trust.  Trust Him.  In the midst of 
whatever difficulty you are facing right now, trust Him.  He loves you.  He wants what is 
eternally best for you.  He is working to bring about the best and highest goals in your 
life and in the lives of those you love.  Trust Him. 
 
Now, one of the things that is critical to our ability to be able to trust Him is coming to 
terms with the reality that the highest and best goal is defined by God, not us.  Un-
less we understand this, His activity will often seem very confusing and it will be very 
hard to trust Him.  J.I. Packer offers some helpful thoughts here.  He says: 
 

We cannot recognize God’s wisdom unless we know the end for which He 
is working.  Here many go wrong.  Misunderstanding what the Bible 
means when it says that God is love . . . they think that God intends a 
trouble-free life for all, irrespective of their moral and spiritual state, and 
hence they conclude that anything painful and upsetting (illness, accident, 
injury, loss of job, the suffering of a loved one) indicates either that God’s 
wisdom, or power, or both, have broken down . . . . But this idea of God’s 
intention is a complete mistake.  God’s wisdom is not, and never was, a 
pledge to keep a fallen world happy, or to make ungodliness comfortable.  
Not even to Christians has He promised a trouble-free life; rather the re-
verse.  He has other ends in view for life in this world than simply to make 
it easy for everyone (Knowing God, 81). 

 
I would rather have an easy life rather than a hard life; I’d rather my life be one of com-
fort rather than suffering.  I’m right there with you.  But if we think that this is what God is 
supposed to do, it is going to be really hard to trust that what He is doing in our lives 
truly is the best thing.  But if we can come to understand that God is working in our lives 
and other people’s lives to restore us to a right relationship with Him; one in which we 
love, honor and worship Him rightly; and if we can come to understand that God in His 
wisdom is doing things in and through us that serve His eternal purposes, than we are 
going to be in much better place to trust Him.   
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The other thing I wanted to mention about trusting God is that often it will be the case, 
especially in difficult times, that we will have no clue about what good purpose God is 
up to.  In the moment we won’t see it.  In the moment we will have to simply cling to the 
truth of what Scripture declares to be true about God.  He loves me.  He is powerful.  
And in wisdom He is working out the highest and best end.    
 
I’m sure Joseph had no clue what God was up to when he found himself as a seventeen 
year old boy sold as a slave heading to Egypt.  I’m sure Joseph had no idea what God 
was up to when we was falsely accused of rape.  I’m sure he had no idea what God was 
up to when he languished in jail for over two years.  But by the time his brothers came 
for food, it was clear.  He saw the wisdom of God.     
 
Sometimes the vantage point of time will help us understand God’s wisdom.  It will help 
us understand our suffering.  It will help us understand why God didn’t answer that 
prayer.  There are all sorts of things in my life that at the time were so confusing.  I had 
no idea what God was up to.  But now I can look back and see so clearly what God was 
up to and the wisdom of His plan.  And so trust God, knowing that with time you will of-
ten see and understand what now is unclear. 
 
But I wouldn’t be telling you the truth if I promised you that with time you will always un-
derstand what God was doing.  Sometimes you won’t know in this life what God was up 
to.  If you know the story of Job, you know that we don’t get any indication that Job ever 
knew what God was doing in his situation.  He lost his family, his wealth and his health 
and there is no indication that He ever understood what God was up to in the spiritual 
realm.  And that may be true at times in your life as well.  But even so, the truth re-
mains, that God is working out His highest and best ends even when you never can see 
it.  You may only know in heaven what God was up to. 
 
Here’s the last thing I want to say about trusting God.  He has given us a great resource 
in the Scriptures to help us trust Him.  Through the Scriptures we are reminded of what 
is true about God.  Through the Scriptures we are reminded of the eternal purposes that 
God is always working out in Christ.  Through the Scripture we can see God’s wisdom 
working in history from Abraham to Christ and in the early church.  If you want to grow 
in your ability to trust a God whom the Scriptures declare is all-wise, spend time in the 
Scriptures. 
 
God is all-wise.  In His wisdom, He has the power to see, and the inclination to choose, 
the best and highest goal, together with the surest means of attaining it.  Trust Him. 
 
Amen. 
 


