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God is All Powerful 
 

Dad’s, if you ever took your kids to the pool when they were little there’s a good chance 
you’ve played the follow game with them.  It’s the game where they stand on the edge 
of the pool and they jump into your arms for you to catch them.  And if you haven’t 
played it you’ve seen it right? 
 
Some kids stand there full of fear unable jump while others jump with a reckless aban-
don.  What makes the difference?  Well, I’m not sure that the young child is would know 
that he or she is processing it at this level, but in some way there are probably at least 
two things going on in their minds.  First, “Is daddy good?”  “Maybe he just wants to trick 
me and watch me fall into the water.”  And the second question is, “Can, daddy catch 
me?”  “Is he strong enough?”  “He may WANT to catch me, but CAN he catch me?”  I’m 
sure my kids looked at me and that was the bigger question in their minds. 
 
God invites us to jump into the pool of life in many ways.  There are things He wants to 
do in us and there are things that He wants to do through us.  Will we jump?  Like little 
kids at the pool we ask the same questions.  “Is God good?” and “Can God do what he 
need to do in this situation so that I don’t drown?  Is He strong enough?”    
 
Later this month we will look at the goodness of God, but today as we continue our 
study on the attributes of God we are going to consider the truth that God is all-
powerful. He is infinite in all ways, which means that there is no limit to His power.  We 
can jump.  We can trust Him.  
 
As we start let me give you a definition of this attribute of God.  Wayne Grudem defines 
it this way:  “God’s omnipotence means that God is able to do all his holy will” (System-
atic Theology, 216).   
 
Sometimes people raise silly points to try to demonstrate that God is not all-powerful.  
Some will ask, “Can God create a square circle?” or “Can God create a rock so big that 
he cannot move it?”  These things do not demonstrate a lack of power, but rather they 
are simply logical absurdities.  There is no such thing as a square circle and God 
doesn’t do nothings.  He doesn’t do what is logically absurd.  God also cannot do that 
which is inconsistent with His character.  For instance, He cannot lie (Titus 1:2).  He 
cannot be tempted by evil (James 1:13).  He cannot do things that are unwise or not 
good because to do so would be inconsistent with His character.  But God is able to do 
“all his holy will.”  And so with that clarification, let’s take a look at a couple of passages 
that demonstrate this.   
 
I. God is All Powerful 
 
Example One:  God’s power is seen in the life of Abraham and Sarah.  We are going to 
look at Genesis 17 and 18, but before we do I want to make a couple of comments 
about the context.  God first appears to Abraham in Genesis 12 when Abraham was 75 
(12:4).  He calls Abraham to leave his homeland and his family to go to a land that God 
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will show him.  In that initial call in Genesis 12, God promises that he would make Abra-
ham a great nation, which suggested that he would be given descendants.  In fact in 
Genesis 13, God tells him that he will make his descendants as the “dust of the earth” 
(13:16) in other words, unable to be numbered. 
 
But the years go by no son is given.  In Genesis 15, God reaffirms this promise and tells 
Abraham specifically that Abraham’s heir will be one “who shall come forth from your 
own body” (15:4).  More time goes by and eventually Abraham and Sarah take things 
into their own hands and Sarah gives her maid to Abraham that he might have a child 
by her, which he does thinking that this must be the way God was going to give him de-
scendants.  Genesis 16:16 tells us that Abraham was 86 when Ishmael was born to 
him. 
 
That sets the context.  And so let’s read starting in 17:1:   
 

1 Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to 
Abram and said to him,  

“I am God Almighty;  
Walk before Me, and be blameless.  
2 “I will establish My covenant between Me and you,  
And I will multiply you exceedingly.”  

 
Abraham is now 99.  As far as we know it has been 13 years since he has heard any-
thing from God.  These are 13 long years that have continued to demonstrate Sarah’s 
inability to have children.   
 
In this encounter God reveals himself by a new name.  He says, “I am God Almighty.”  “I 
am ‘el Shaddai.” The Latin Vulgate translated this name as omnipotens.  Omni meaning 
“all” and potens meaning “powerful.”  God comes to Abraham and declares that He is 
omnipotent.   
 
God also reaffirms what he promised 24 years earlier that he would multiply Abraham’s 
descendants.  Of course, Abraham is now thinking that surely that means through his 
son Ishmael.  But in verse 15 God says this: 
 

15 Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 
name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.  16 “I will bless her, and indeed I 
will give you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother 
of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.”  17 Then Abraham fell on 
his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Will a child be born to a man 
one hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a 
child?”  18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before 
You!”  
 

Abraham finds it unfathomable that God can do this.  How can it be that a son could be 
born to a man at the age of 100 and to a woman who was 90?  Surely, Ishmael is the 
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one through whom the promise is to be fulfilled.  But God, the Almighty One says to 
Abraham:     

 
 19 But God said, “No, but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you 
shall call his name Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with him for an 
everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.  

 
In 18:1 God again appears to Abraham and we read this: 
 

1 Now the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, while he was sit-
ting at the tent door in the heat of the day. 2 When he lifted up his eyes 
and looked, behold, three men were standing opposite him; and when he 
saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to 
the earth, 

 
The narrative goes on to describe how Abraham offers hospitality to these men whom 
we later find out are angels.  Eventually, they get to the point of their visit.  Verse 9: 
 

9 Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “There, 
in the tent.” 10 He said, “I will surely return to you at this time next year; and 
behold, Sarah your wife will have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the 
tent door, which was behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 
advanced in age; Sarah was past childbearing. 
 

Lest we missed it, the writer is pointing out that what the Lord speaks of here is a hu-
man impossibility.  Abraham and Sarah are old.  They are advanced in age.  Sarah was 
past childbearing.  Verse 12: 

 
 12 Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have become old, shall I have 
pleasure, my lord being old also?” 13 And the LORD said to Abraham, “Why 
did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, when I am so old?’  
14 “Is anything too difficult for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return 
to you, at this time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”  

 
And as you know, Sarah did have a son.  And through Isaac all of the promises made to 
Abraham will be fulfilled.  Is anything too difficult for the Lord?  He is God Almighty.  He 
is all powerful.  Nothing is too difficult for the Lord.  He can make the barren, “past 
childbearing” aged, woman have a child.  God is limitless in His power. 
 
Example 2:  Or consider, Numbers 11.  As Moses is leading the people out of Egypt 
and towards the Promised Land the people grumble because they want meat to eat.  In 
reply God tells Moses that He will provide meat for a whole month.  And Moses says:  
 

21 But Moses said, “The people, among whom I am, are 600,000 on foot; 
yet You have said, ‘I will give them meat, so that they may eat for a whole 
month.’ 22 “Should flocks and herds be slaughtered for them, to be suffi-
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cient for them? Or should all the fish of the sea be gathered together for 
them, to be sufficient for them?” 
 

I just finished reading a book about Lewis and Clarks’ exploration.  It was amazing how 
much wild game they would kill for food each day for their party of around 30 people.  
The Israelites were 600,000 on foot.  In other words, if you counted the very young and 
the very old, there were more than 600,000.  Moses’ questions indicate that this just 
seems impossible.  How can this be? 

 
 23 The LORD said to Moses, “Is the LORD’S power limited? Now you shall 
see whether My word will come true for you or not.”  

 
The passage goes on to describe how God caused a wind to blow that brought quail 
from the sea that fell beside the camp about three feet deep for a day’s journey in each 
direction (11:31).  Is God’s power limited?  God is all-powerful. 
 
Example 3:  In Jeremiah 32 as Judah is facing destruction at the hands of the Babylo-
nians, God promises that land will one day be bought and sold again in Judah (32:15).  
But in light of the impending destruction such a promise seems unbelievable, but not to 
Jeremiah.  He prays in faith in response to this promise from God: 
 

17 ‘Ah Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by 
Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for 
You,  (see also 32:27). 

 
And of course, the nation was destroyed and carried off into captivity and yet God, the 
One who had the power to create the heavens and the earth by His great power, was 
true to His promise.  He brought the nation back from exile.  If God can create heaven 
and earth, nothing is too difficult for Him.  God is all-powerful. 
 
We could go on and on.  We could look at Jesus’ miracles.  He turned water into wine 
(John 2:1-11).  A raging sea becomes perfectly calm at Jesus’ command, “Hush, be still 
(Mark 4:35-41).  Jesus raises Lazarus back to life after he had been in the tomb for four 
days (John 11).  God is all-powerful.  From Genesis 1 where God demonstrates His 
power through creation to the end of Revelation as God wins the ultimate victory over all 
His enemies, God demonstrates that He is all-powerful.  He is Almighty.  He is able to 
do all His holy will.   
 
II. Our Response to God’s Power  

 
And so, what does this mean for us?  What difference should this truth make in our daily 
lives knowing that God is all-powerful?  I mentioned in the first week of this series that 
we should never think of God’s attributes in isolation from the others and that is certainly 
true with this attribute.  God could be all-powerful, but not good and wise.  If that was 
true than this would be an attribute that would cause us to cower before Him.  But the 
Scriptures teach that God is good and God is wise and He perfectly knows all things 
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and He loves us.  THIS God is all-powerful.  What difference should this make in our 
lives? We should trust Him. We should jump into the pool of life. 
 
There are all kinds of ways that we should trust Him.  Let me mention a couple.  Be-
cause God is all-powerful, we can trust God’s promises.  The heart of the Abra-
ham’s story is about trust.  Would Abraham trust that God would and could do what He 
had promised?  And would Abraham keep moving forward on those promises even 
when humanly speaking it didn’t look possible.  But God had made a promise and God 
is able to do the impossible.  Abraham learned that He could completely trust God. 
   
God has made promises to us as well and because He is all-powerful, we can trust Him.  
He has promised that all things work together for good to the one who loves him and is 
called according to His purpose (Rom. 8:28).  He has promised that He will not allow 
you to be tempted beyond what you are able and that He will provide a way of escape 
(1 Cor. 10:13).  His has promised to supply all your needs (Phil. 4:13).  As demon-
strated to Abraham, God will do what He has promised even when at times it looks im-
possible from a human perspective.  We can trust Him.   
 
Because God is all-powerful, we can pray with boldness.  In John 14:13-14, Jesus 
gave us this promise: 
 

13 “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14 “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.  

 
We should trust this promise and act on it in light of God omnipotence.  To pray in Jesus 
name is to pray according to his will.  When we do that, God promises that He will do it.  
And He can do it because God will accomplish all of His holy will.  When we understand 
that we have an all-powerful God who has said He answers prayer, we should be 
moved to pray.  We should take action on this great promise. 
 
As you look at your prayer life, are you praying in light of an all-powerful God?  Are you 
partnering with God in seeing His will be done on earth through your prayer life?  Now, I 
have to admit there is all kinds of mystery surrounding how prayer works.  But the Scrip-
tures are clear that God responds to our prayer – that our prayer is part of how God ac-
complishes His will in the world.  Will we believe this?  Will we jump? 
 
Because God is all-powerful, we can live lives of eternal influence.  I’m convinced 
that God wants to use each one of us to point people to faith in God.  He wants to use 
each one of us to love others and speak to others and to serve others in a way that 
points them to God.  But sometimes we can tend to think that, “I can’t do that.  I just 
don’t have it in me to really make a difference in someone else’s life.  That’s just not 
me.”  But Acts 1:8 says: 
 

8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”  
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And in 1 Cor. 2:3-5 Paul said this about his ministry among the Corinthians: 
 

3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 4 and my 
message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith would not 
rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.  

 
The truth of the matter is that the ability to point anyone to God is not in any of us.  The 
ability comes from God.  His Spirit is given to us so that we might have power to be His 
witness.  And, like Paul, we might feel weak and fearful, but that’s a great place to be 
because then as we step out in faith and trust God to work through us, it can be a dem-
onstration of the Spirit and of power.   
 
Because God is all-powerful, we can trust Him with our weakness.  All of us have 
areas of weakness in our lives right?  And we can think that God can’t really use us be-
cause of our weakness.  But listen to what God said to Paul in 2 Corinthians 12: 
 

9 And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is per-
fected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10 Therefore I 
am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with per-
secutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I 
am strong.  

 
Whatever your weakness might be it is a place to experience God’s power.  His power 
is perfected in weakness.  When we are weak, we have to trust God.  We look to Him 
for help.  And when we do that, the power of Christ dwells in us in a way such that we 
can say with Paul, “when I am weak, then I am strong.”  
 
The Scriptures say much more about the difference God’s power makes in our lives.  
But I think you get the point.  And so here’s the question:  You are standing on the side 
of the pool of life.  God is calling you to jump into a life of significance, a life of influence, 
a life of pointing others to God, a life that makes a difference in this world, a life of im-
pactful prayer, a life not defined by your weakness, but by God’s power.  Will you stand 
timidly on the side of the pool of life wondering if God is really able to do what you will 
need Him to do if you jump?  Or will you jump?  Will you trust Him?   
 
Here the deal, for that timid kid on the side of the pool, that first jump is always scary.  
But she ends up trusting her dad and she jumps.  And guess what?  He catches that 
her.  And what does that little girl do?  She gets out and says, “Catch me again daddy.”  
And now she has some confidence because she has experienced what her dad can do. 
 
It is the same with us.  It might be terrifying that first time to step into something that you 
sense God is calling you to do.  But then you it and you see how God works in and 
through you.  And you experience His power.  And your trust grows. 
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God is all-powerful.  He is able to do all His holy will.  May we be a people who jump; 
who trust Him.       
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


