
Sermon Study Guide                           Sermon Date:  October 20, 2013 

Seeing Our Sin in Light of Jesus’ Sacrifice 
Hebrews 9:11-14 

 
Through the power and the transforming work of the Holy Spirit in a believer’s life, it is 
possible to put away sin more and more and to live in obedience to God.  In this life, 
however, the reality is that we will all continue to struggle with our sin at some level.  In 
this struggle with sin, Jesus’ sacrifice makes all the difference.  In the passage that we 
are looking at today, the author of Hebrews makes a series of statements about Jesus’ 
sacrifice; each of these statements has implications for how we think about our own sin 
and therefore how we live.  
 
 
Opening Question:  “I’m really frustrated in my struggle with sin.”  Agree/Disagree?  
Explain. 
 
 
Read Hebrews 9:1-28 
 
1. What sticks out to you from this chapter? 
 
 
 
2. In the Old Covenant, it was within the tabernacle that sacrifices for sin were offered 

by the priests (vv. 7-8).  In His high priestly role, Jesus didn’t enter an earthly taber-
nacle rather he entered what is called the “greater and more perfect tabernacle” (v. 
11).  What is this tabernacle (see 9:24)? 
 

 
 

Steve said: 
 

The point is that Jesus literally couldn’t get any closer to God or enter into a deeper place with 
God to address our sin. This truth may be very familiar to you, but we should never get over the 
fact that Jesus addressed our sin in the very presence of God. This would be analogous to 
an attorney saying, “I argued and won a case before the Supreme Court”; in this country once 
you’ve won a case there, you don’t need to (and you can’t) go anywhere else higher or deeper 
into our legal system. In a similar way, you don’t need to (and you can’t) go anywhere higher or 
deeper to have your sin addressed. Jesus has addressed our sin in the very presence of God.  
 
3. When you sin, what might be the significance of knowing that Jesus addressed your 

sin in the very presence of God?   
 
 
 
4. What is the significance of saying that Jesus entered the “holy place once for all” (v. 

12; see also 9:25-26)? 
 



2 
 

Steve said: 
 

Jesus removed our sin permanently, securing our eternal redemption. When you “redeem” 
something you buy it back; whatever you have redeemed is now your possession (it belongs to 
you). When the author of Hebrews says that Jesus has secured our “eternal redemption,” it 
means that we belong to Him eternally. Nobody else can come and claim us for their own. We 
belong to Jesus throughout all eternity.  This reality should give us courage when we feel guilty 
or defeated or fearful because of our sin.   
 
5. In what ways might the reality of being eternally redeemed (of belonging to Jesus 

eternally) give us courage when we feel guilty or defeated by our sin? 
   
 
 
 
6. How does the author contrast the effectiveness of sacrifices under the Old Covenant 

and Jesus’ sacrifice under the New Covenant (vv. 13-14; see also verse 9-10)? 
 
 
 
 
Steve said: 
 

The sacrifice of Jesus does make the worshiper perfect in conscience. This doesn’t mean that a 
believer never sins; a believer’s conscience is often convicted of sin. But the sacrifice of Jesus 
allows us to stand before God without condemnation and shame because our sin has been 
washed away. The result is that We are now free to serve the living God!  
 
7. How do feelings of guilt and shame impede our ability to serve God? 
 
 
 
 
8. How hard is it for you to truly believe that because of Jesus’ sacrifice for sin you can 

stand before God, you can serve Him, without condemnation and shame?  Explain. 
 
 
 
 
9. Because of Jesus’ once for all sacrifice for my sin, I        

 
                        . 

 
 
 
 
 
 


