
Love Manhattan

This morning I’ve asked Chad Wormstadt to come share his story with us.  Chad is the 
“champion” of Mentoring4Success here at Faith.  

Chad’s Testimony

I wanted Chad to share his story as a tangible example of what we have in mind when 
we talk about Love Manhattan.  Today I’d like to invite you to dream about the 
possibility of being as passionate about and as committed to some aspect of local 
outreach as Chad is about Mentoring4Success.  It’s really our conviction that the normal 
Christian life involves freely giving our lives away to others.  

This morning I want to lay a biblical foundation for Love Manhattan.  Toward that end we 
are going to look at two Scriptures - one in the Old Testament (which expresses the 
heart-attitude of Love Manhattan) and one in the New Testament (which expresses 
more specifically what we’re going for in Love Manhattan).  Our convictions about local 
outreach flow from passages such as these.  

Seeking the ‘shalom’ (well-being, wholeness) of our city. (Jeremiah 29:1-14)  
Jeremiah 29 records a letter sent to the people of Judah living in exile in Babylon.  As a 
last resort, because they had refused God discipline, God sent them off into exile. The 
letter begins in verse 4:

4 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent 
into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon, 5 ‘Build houses and live in them; and plant 
gardens and eat their produce. 

Jeremiah tells the exiles to put down roots (literally and figuratively).  This is probably 
the exact opposite of what they wanted to hear.  If they were only going to be in Babylon 
for a year or two (as the false prophets were saying), they could live in tents and buy 
their produce down at the local market.  But since they were going to be in Babylon for 
70 years, Jeremiah tells them to build houses and live in them and plant gardens that 
would bear produce year after year.  

6 ‘Take wives and become the fathers of sons and daughters, and take wives for 
your sons and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and 
daughters; and multiply there and do not decrease. 

!
If the exile was a short, temporary stay in Babylon they might have put on hold any 
plans for a family.  But Jeremiah tells them to get married and have children who will 
also get married and have children.  In this way they would “multiply there” and “not 
decrease.”  This last line echoes the covenant promise that Abraham’s descendants 
would multiply and be as numerous as the stars in the sky.  The blessings of God 
transcended even a judgment as severe as the exile.  

Verse 7 would have been shocking to hear:  



7 ‘Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord 
on its behalf; for in its welfare you will have welfare.’ 

Remember that “the city” where they’d been sent was Babylon.  That city’s army had 
laid siege to Jerusalem; no doubt family and friends of those in exile had been starved 
or killed by the Babylonian army.  But Jeremiah tells them to “seek the welfare of the 
city.”  The term translated “welfare” (or “peace and prosperity” in the NIV) is shalom, 
whose basic meaning is wholeness, completeness, and well-being.  They were 
supposed to do things that would enhance the well-being of Babylon. 

Some of the exiles rose to positions of influence and power. Daniel, for example, sought 
the shalom of Babylon as he ruled over a third of the kingdom. He didn’t try to sabotage 
everything the king was doing; rather, Daniel ruled with justice and wisdom (as Joseph 
had done in Egypt centuries earlier). The city of Babylon was a better place because of 
Daniel.  For the average Israelite in exile, “seeking the shalom of Babylon” meant 
obeying the laws, loving one’s neighbors, helping the poor, etc.  They were supposed to 
live out their calling to be a “light to the nations.”

A key component of “seeking the welfare of the city” is prayer: pray to the Lord on its 
behalf. This is one of those places where the Old Testament surprises us, especially if 
we’ve bought into the stereotype that the OT is all wrath and vengeance toward your 
enemies and that the NT is all love and forgiveness. The Israelites in exile needed to let 
go of anger and malice toward their captors so they could pray for God’s best for 
Babylon. You can’t fake it in prayer; we all bring our true selves to prayer – our biases, 
anxieties, and motives. This command to pray is also a command to have the right 
heart-attitude toward the city.

Notice in verse 7 that Jeremiah adds, “for in its welfare (shalom) you will have welfare 
(shalom).” This is very sound, practical wisdom.   If the economy and social structures of 
Babylon fell apart, everybody in the city (including the Jews) would suffer. By contrast, if 
the city experienced shalom, the Jews would experience shalom. It was not only right 
that they seek the welfare of the city; it was also in their own best interests that they 
seek the welfare of the city. 

We don’t have time this morning to consider the rest of this chapter, but down in verse 
11 we find this often-quoted verse:  

11 ‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare 
and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. 

Even though they were in exile suffering the devastating consequences of their 
rebellion, God hadn’t forgotten them; He had plans/intentions for them.  And those plans 
involved their welfare (the same word used in verse 7 - shalom).  God’s plan for their 
welfare/shalom was wrapped up in the welfare of Babylon.  As they prayed and worked 
for the well-being of Babylon, they would experience God’s blessing.  Given the fact that 
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the exile would last 70 years, the vast majority of those receiving this promise would die 
in Babylon.  This promise of “a future and a hope” meant thriving in exile.  

You might be thinking, “What in the world does this letter to the exiles in Babylon have 
to do with us here in Manhattan, Kansas?”  Great question.  The short answer is 
“everything.”  The NT uses the imagery of living in exile to describe all believers 
because this world is not our home.  For example, in Philippians 3:20 Paul writes that 
“our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior.”  There’s a 
sense in which we will always be out of place and out of step in this world.  

Some of us feel this more than others.  It seems to be directly proportional to the 
amount of suffering and hardship we experience.  If you’re a believer and you are 
suffering physically, emotionally, and relationally you’re more likely to think/say, “I long to 
be home with my Father who is in heaven.”  If everything in your life is going great, 
you’re likely to think, “I love this life; I can hardly imagine anything better than this.”  
Some people love almost everything about their life in Manhattan; others (believe it or 
not) wish they were somewhere else.  In either case, if you belong to Jesus this world is 
not your home.  We are all living in exile.  As exiles, we are supposed to seek the 
shalom of our city.  We are supposed to pray to the Lord on its behalf.

The organizations and efforts highlighted on the Love Manhattan flyer represent ways 
in which we can live out this calling.  Manhattan will be a better place as these 
organizations and efforts thrive.  Some of these opportunities involve mentoring; some 
involve meeting medical needs; some involve reaching out to the international 
community; some involve meeting financial and physical needs.  As Jeremiah’s letter to 
the exiles in Babylon suggests, it is in everybody’s best interests for these organizations 
and efforts to thrive. 

The second passage we’re going to consider pushes us in this same direction:
Learning to “engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs.”  (Titus 3:14)
Titus was a pastor on the island of Crete.  Paul wanted Titus to understand the role of 
“good works” in the Christian life.  Paul explained very clearly that a person is never 
saved by good works (3:5).  But he also wrote in 2:14 that the grace of God produces 
people who are “zealous for good deeds.”  (See also 3:1 and 3:8.)  The next to last 
verse in Paul’s letter to Titus (Titus 3:14) is a fitting summary statement of everything 
he’s written about good works.  

14 Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so 
that they will not be unfruitful.

Notice Paul’s focus on “engaging in good deeds to meet pressing needs” (literally 
“necessary needs”).  I think we can assume that Paul had in mind needs both inside 
and outside of the church.  Paul didn’t merely want the church at Crete to “get busy.”  
They were supposed to engage in good deeds that actually addressed pressing needs.  
The church never needs to manufacture opportunities to love and serve its city.  Rather, 
we need to notice the pressing needs that already exist and then discern how we might 
help address those needs.
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I think that’s why Paul says that we need to “learn to engage in good deeds to meet 
pressing needs.”  It’s not always obvious what good deeds we should be doing and how 
we should be doing them.  It takes great discernment to know what will help people and 
what won’t.  Sometimes money is the exact thing that people need; other times it’s 
mentoring on finances or life skills.  As we engage in good deeds, we’re supposed to 
“keep on learning” (present active continuous).  The idea is that we’re to grow and get 
better at meeting pressing needs.  

We do this “so that [we] will not be unfruitful.”  As believers we can bear many different 
kinds of fruit.  Here Paul has in mind being fruitful in the lives of others.  This fruitfulness 
might involve meeting pressing needs of all types:  physical, financial, emotional, 
relational, and spiritual needs.  There was a time when churches fell into two categories:  
those that cared about physical needs and those that cared about spiritual needs.  It’s 
encouraging to note that in the past 20 years more and more churches are recognizing 
that Jesus never separated the two.  Jesus would heal people and then pronounce 
forgiveness of sins.  He would feed people and explain life in the Kingdom.  

I like the way Swanson and Rushaw put it in Externally Focused Church.  They say that 
as followers of Christ, when we reach out to our community we don’t have ulterior 
motives; we’re genuinely trying to meet pressing needs (not make ourselves feel or 
look good).  But we do have ultimate motives; we ultimately want to see people 
experience life in Jesus Christ.  In everything we are motivated by compassion.  We 
show others the same compassion God in Christ has shown us.  

Passages like this one in Titus 3 have informed the way we’ve approached this Love 
Manhattan initiative.  We wanted to begin by identifying ways in which people at Faith 
are already “meeting pressing needs.”  The champions listed on the flyer you received 
are already passionate about their area of outreach.  They are already in the process of 
learning how to meet pressing needs.  We’re not merely wanting you to go out there 
and “get busy”; we’re wanting you to learn alongside others how to engage in good 
deeds to meet pressing needs.  

About four years ago I listened to a talk by Donald Miller in which he shared his vision 
for the Mentoring Project in Portland, Oregon.  Their vision is for the church there to 
provide mentors for a waiting list of 1,000 boys.  I then made the mistake of ordering 
and reading a book entitled Fatherless Generation (by John Sowers) which describes 
the fallout from so many kids not having a dad who is engaged in their lives.  That book 
just ruined my life - in a beautiful way really.  One of the mentoring organizations Donald 
Miller talked about was Big Brothers Big Sisters.  I read all I could find about BBBS; I 
talked with Brenda and Riley to see if they were okay with me getting a Little Brother; I 
talked with our Life Group about BBBS.  

Guess what I did the next week?  Nothing.  Guess what I did the next month?  Nothing.  
Six months later somebody from our life group asked me, “So did you go down and sign 
up to be a Big Brother yet?”  I told him, “I’m still thinking about it.”  In a very kind way he 
basically called me out and said, “This is obviously something that God has put on your 
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heart.”  And so three years ago I went down and talked with Renee and got matched up 
with my little brother.  What I would say to anybody who’ll listen is that if you sign up to 
be a Big, you immediately become an MVP in the life of a kid and his/her family.  My 
Little is now twelve years old.  We do normal stuff (homework, meals, errands); we do 
fun stuff (trying to visit all 31 wildcat sculptures around Manhattan - we hit 26 of them!), 
K-State sporting events, etc.  

To be honest, hanging out with an twelve-year-old kid from 4 to 7 on Wednesdays is 
one of the hardest things I do every week.  It’s hard to slow down and engage in 
conversation with an eleven-year-old boy (it’s a lot like parenting).  Some weeks I don’t 
feel like hanging out with him, and some weeks he doesn’t feel like hanging out with me 
(uh - like last Wednesday).  But hanging out with my little brother is also one of the most 
rewarding things I do every week.  I really think that long term I’m going to be good for 
him.  I’m going to be able to introduce him to all sorts of things to which he just wouldn’t 
have access.  And I know that he is good for me; he humbles me and melts my heart 
and reminds me of all the advantages I have that I tend to take for granted.  Being a Big 
Brother is one of the core ways I’m learning to engage in good deeds to meet pressing 
needs; it’s one of the core ways I hope to be fruitful.  

Two Points of Context:
These two points qualify everything I’ve said this morning.  I think that these two points 
complement each other.  

Love Manhattan can (and should) look different for different people.   
I really want you to hear that we’re not saying that unless you’re involved in one of 
these outreaches you’re not committed to loving our city.  Some of you are reaching out 
to others in tangible, significant ways that aren’t represented here.  I’ve got a friend 
who’s got an amazing ministry in her neighborhood.  She spends time every single 
week reaching out to families in crisis, helping kids with homework, negotiating social 
services, taking kids to doctors’ appointments, etc.  Honestly, I really don’t want her 
signing on to any other outreaches because they would dilute what she’s doing in her 
neighborhood.  She’s learned how to engage in good deeds in her neighborhood; she’s 
fruitful there.

Your workplace may provide all sorts of opportunities to serve “the least of these”; you 
may not need more opportunities to “engage in good deeds.”  Or you might be in a 
stage of life where you’re overwhelmed with everything you’re already doing.  I 
remember when our kids were toddlers, neither Brenda nor I had the capacity to do 
something like Big Brothers Big Sisters.  At that stage of our lives, we reached out to 
people in other ways (mostly in ways that involved our kids); an ongoing, weekly 
commitment just wouldn’t have fit our stage of life.  Maybe the main thing you can do 
right now is pray.  We don’t know how prayer works, but it’s abundantly clear from 
Scripture that God loves it when we want what He wants so badly that we cry out to Him 
for those things.  It would be amazing if some of you would purpose in your hearts to 
pray for our city and this Love Manhattan effort.  
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We want you to seek God’s leading and then follow Him - whether it involves one of 
these outreaches or something else.  How you seek the well-being of our community 
will depend on your gifting, your burdens, your past experience, your life stage, etc.  
God has designed the body of Christ so that together we represent Him well in this 
town.  

The second point is Love Manhattan will involve sacrifice.  We’re not saying that you 
should find some type of outreach that will be easy and that won’t cost you anything.  
We’re actually encouraging you to find something that you’re so passionate about that 
you gladly pour out your life on behalf of others.  Pouring out your life will inherently 
involve sacrifice and “dying to self”; following Jesus and ministering to “the least of 
these” will be costly.  

This past summer while on vacation in New Mexico I mistakenly listened to a message 
by Francis Chan (I thought I had downloaded a podcast by Tim Keller).  The message 
was entitled “Is Suffering Necessary?” In answer to that question he read verses from 
all 26 books of the New Testament that described how following Jesus inherently 
involves suffering, sacrifice, and hardship.  For example, Paul wrote to Timothy and 
said, “Suffer hardship with me . . .” as a single-minded soldier, as an elite athlete, as a 
hard-working farmer (2 Timothy 2).  Francis Chan pointed out that here in America it is 
rather easy for us to structure our lives so that we’re insulated from the needs all around 
us and so that we are comfortable inside our Christian bubble.  But that’s a lame way to 
live our lives.  The most vibrant, fulfilled people I know are freely giving their lives away 
to others.  

My point is that when we talk about pouring out our lives on behalf of others, we’re 
talking about “the normal Christian life.”  We’re talking about being apprenticed to Jesus 
who said, “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life a 
ransom for many.”  
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