
Two Great Gifts 
John 14:25-31

Most of us have probably had the experience of receiving a gift that we really didn’t 
need or want.  Some of you could tell about all sorts of interesting gifts you were given 
that you put in the back of your closet forever or threw them away without ever using.  
I’ve received my share of “interesting” gifts, but I’ve got a friend whose mom was 
famous for giving him “interesting gifts”: six-foot wall hanging made of alpaca hair, a 
cake decorating set, a growing collection of TruValue holiday music, interesting neck 
ties (an easter bunny tie, a thanksgiving turkey tie, etc.), a collection of sweater vests 
(both for him and for the girls he dated/married), jewelry made out of turquoise and rat 
bones, an electronic dancing Santa Claus . . . My point is that If somebody doesn’t 
understand your life and what you need, they’re likely to give you gifts you’ll never use.  

We probably wouldn’t say so, but by our actions we sometimes say to Jesus, “You’ve 
given me gifts that I don’t need or want.”  Our passage today mentions two gifts that 
Jesus has given to His disciples.  Given Who Jesus is and given His understanding of 
our lives, we can be assured that these two gifts are exactly what we need.  These two 
gifts are 1) the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit and 2) peace.  I think we’ll see that 
these two gifts are invaluable - not the type of gifts to throw in the back of the closet or 
to throw away.

Jesus gives these two gifts to every one of His disciples.  For our part, we need to make 
sure that we fully receive and experience them.  Toward that end, we are going to look 
at each of these gifts and talk about how we can fully “receive” them.  

The Teaching Ministry of the Holy Spirit.  (14:25-26)

Beginning in verse 25 Jesus stresses the continuity between what the disciples have 
been experiencing with Him present and what they will be experiencing when the 
Holy Spirit comes.  What Jesus tells them would certainly have been a powerful 
encouragement to the disciples (at least in retrospect).

25 “These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. 26 “But the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach 
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 

Here the Helper (the One who comes alongside Jesus’ disciples to help them do what 
He commands) is identified as the Holy Spirit.  Much could be said about the biblical 
significance of the Spirit being “holy.”  I’ll mention three things.  First, because He is 
holy, the Spirit is God.  In the OT God alone was holy; the angel in Isaiah 6 cried out 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hosts” - He is perfectly holy.  In the gospels Jesus is 
called “the Holy One of God” (Luke 4:34).  And so when the Spirit is called the Holy 
Spirit, we know that He is God.  



Second, since “holy” means “set apart,” the Holy Spirit is completely set apart from sin 
and impurity and therefore pure and perfect in all His attributes.  When Paul wanted to 
challenge the Corinthians to sexual purity, he reminded them in 1 Corinthians 6:19 that 
their bodies were “the temple of the Holy Spirit.”  Since the One who indwells us is holy, 
we should be holy.

Third, the Holy Spirit brings about our holiness.  The indwelling Holy Spirit progressively 
leads us into holiness.  We aren’t passive in the process, but the Spirit brings about our 
holiness.  

Notice that the Father would send the Holy Spirit “in Jesus’ name.”  Just as Jesus had 
come in the Father’s name (5:43 10:25), the Spirit would come in Jesus’ name; just as 
Jesus had done the will of the Father, the Spirit would carry out Jesus’ will.  Again, 
Jesus is stressing the continuity between what they had experienced with Him and what 
they would experience through the Spirit when He says that the Spirit will come “in My 
name.”

Unless we have a good reason to do otherwise, we assume that statements Jesus 
made to His original disciples apply to all believers in every generation.  Here we have 
good reason to say that the promise Jesus made in verse 26 (“. . . He will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you”) applies uniquely to the 
original disciples.  Jesus had spoken many things “while abiding with” them.  We can 
imagine how the disciples might wonder how they could possibly remember everything 
Jesus had taught.  “Did Jesus say, ‘He who is not with Me is against Me?’ or did He say, 
‘He who is not against us is for us’?”  Jesus actually made both statements (in different 
contexts - Matthew 12:30, Mark 9:40).  The disciples needed the assurance that Jesus’ 
teachings - in all of their simplicity and complexity and nuance - wouldn’t be lost to their 
faulty memories.  

Jesus promises them that the Holy Spirit would bring to their remembrance all that He 
had said to them.  Our confidence in the Scripture is partially traced back to this 
promise.  The original disciples were the primary authors of the teachings of Jesus.  
Matthew, Luke, and John were present when Jesus made this promise.  Mark (author of 
the second gospel) was a companion of Peter, who was present.  The Holy Spirit 
sharpened the minds of the disciples so that they would remember Jesus’ teachings 
accurately and sufficiently.  

Furthermore, Jesus tells them that the Holy Spirit would “teach [them] all things.”  We’ve 
seen in John 13 and 14 that the disciples didn’t understand much of what Jesus had 
taught them.  And so it wasn’t enough to remember what He had spoken; they needed 
understanding and insight; they needed to be taught.  Jesus assures them that the Holy 
Spirit would do just that.  

When John wrote His gospel years later he actually mentions how they gained 
understanding only after the resurrection and the coming of the Spirit.  In John 2, for 
example, John records how Jesus threw the money-changers and merchants out of the 
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temple.  The Jewish authorities rightly asked Him, “What sign do You show us as your 
authority for doing these things?”  Jesus answer was “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.”  The Jewish authorities thought Jesus was out of His mind 
because they (and the disciples) thought He was talking about the temple building that 
took 46 years to build.  Here’s John’s comment in John 2:21-22.

21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 22 So when He was 
raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.

The disciples not only remembered what Jesus had said.  They also gained 
understanding about the significance of His death and resurrection.  That is exactly 
what Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would do.  

As I mentioned, these promises were unique to the original disciples.  The Holy Spirit 
helped them remember Jesus’ teachings and then continued to teach them.  The 
writings of the New Testament reflect this teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.  The 
teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit to them is a gift to us because we have the 
Scriptures that the Holy Spirit inspired.  The ongoing teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives is based upon the Scriptures.  The Holy Spirit doesn’t give us revelation 
beyond that found in the Scriptures concerning the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus; rather, the Spirit teaches us from what has already been written.  This teaching 
ministry is a gift that each of us needs to receive.

In his book King’s Cross Tim Keller tells the story of Emile Cailliet, a professor of 
philosophy at Princeton Theological Seminary.  As a college student in France Cailliet 
considered himself an agnostic.  After being wounded in WWI, he began a search of 
literature and philosophy, longing for “a book that would understand me.”  Since he 
couldn’t find such a book, he decided to make his own.  Whenever he came across a 
passage that spoke to him, he would copy it down in a small leather-bound volume.  

After a period of time he sat down under a tree to read this book that contained the 
wisdom that had spoken to his situation.  But as he read he was sorely disappointed 
because it was “a book of [his] own making.”  As he sat under that tree, his wife arrived 
carrying a Bible that she had just been given by a minister she had met on her walk.  
Cailliet read the Bible deep into the night and concluded, ““Lo and behold, as I looked 
through them [the Gospels] the One who spoke and acted in them became alive to 
me. . . . This is the book that would understand me.”  He finally found a book that 
understood him and spoke into his life.  

This was my experience when I trusted Christ and began to read the Bible as a college 
student.  I found that the Bible was nourishing and insightful like nothing I’d ever 
experienced.  It’s not so much what we do to the Bible; it’s what the Bible does to us.  
The Scriptures scrutinize our lives and expose things we would never see.  This is the 
ongoing teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.  We place ourselves in a position to hear 
the voice of God through listening to teaching, though reading and meditating on 
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Scripture, and through spiritual conversation.  And the Holy Spirit scrutinizes our lives 
and teaches us the things we need to know.  We discover that the Bible understands us 
and our circumstances far better than we do.  

In 2 Timothy 3:16 Paul wrote that “all Scripture is inspired by God” (lit. God-breathed) 
and “profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness.”  As 
we prayerfully meditate on the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit teaches, corrects, and trains 
us.  Our responsibility is to put ourselves in a position to receive this teaching ministry of 
the Spirit.   

The Gift of Peace. (14:27)  In verse 27 Jesus mentions another great gift that He 
leaves to His disciples (both the original 11 and all subsequent disciples) - namely 
peace. 

27 “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 

When Jesus says, “Peace I leave with you. . .” He uses a term that means “leave 
behind”; peace is a bequest (a legacy gift) that Jesus leaves behind for His disciples.  
Jesus is going away to be crucified and yet He is talking about peace.  His death and 
resurrection brought about peace in a very comprehensive sense.  The Hebrew term is 
shalom which has the connotation of wholeness or well-being.  Jesus’ death and 
resurrection brought about wholeness in three ways.  

First, peace with God.  When you trust that Jesus died for your sin, the warfare between 
you and God is over.  You are no longer an enemy of God; you’re His son or daughter, 
you’re part of the family, you’re His beloved.  Your relationship with God is whole and 
well.

Second, Jesus’ death and resurrection brought about peace with others.  This is the 
type of reconciliation Alvin Sanders talked about this a couple weeks ago.  Jesus’ death 
and resurrection broke down all barriers between different groupings of people - Jews 
and Gentiles, rich and poor, slave and free, men and women, educated and 
uneducated, etc.  We experience this wholeness only partially now, but we’ll experience 
this wholeness fully when God’s Kingdom comes in all its fulness.  

Third, this peace is also personal/internal.  This is primarily what Jesus is talking about 
in this passage.  This is reflected when He says, “Do not let your heart be troubled, nor 
let it be fearful.”  The peace Jesus leaves His disciples drives out fear and troubled-ness 
from our hearts. Jesus gives us an “it is well with my soul” type of peace no matter what 
our circumstances.

Jesus said that this peace isn’t like the peace that the world gives.  The world can only 
give a superficial type of peace.  Remember that the “world” is the system of life that 
operates independent of God and in rebellion of God.  Sometimes the world’s peace is 
basically positive thinking.  You often hear the advice, “Just stay positive and good 
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things will happen.”  There’s a degree of truth in that (sometimes), and it’s far better to 
be positive than negative.  But the type of peace that “staying positive” gives you is 
based upon your state of mind - which is always in flux.  

Sometimes the world’s peace is dependent upon controlling your circumstances.  
There’s certainly nothing wrong with trying to change your circumstances; if there were, 
you’d never go to a doctor, never exercise, never get an education, never do a lot of 
things.  But sooner or later (probably sooner) you’ll experience some difficult 
circumstances that you can’t control or change.  If your peace is based upon your 
circumstances you may or may not have peace.  

The peace that Jesus gives you is based upon His death and resurrection and therefore 
transcends our changing circumstances and states of mind!  The peace Jesus gives is 
based on the stable, unchanging reality that it really is “well with our souls.”  We 
experience that peace as a gift from Jesus.  Based on our understanding of the gospel, 
we simply accept the peace He has secured.  It’s simple, but it’s not easy.  

I want to tell you a bit about my journey into peace.  I came to faith in Christ 33 years 
ago, but a couple of years ago I began experiencing peace more consistently and more 
deeply than I ever have.  I guess you could say that I’m believing the gospel more than 
ever before.  Somehow I grew up with the idea that it was my job to keep everybody in 
my world happy with everybody else.  I felt like if people weren’t happy, it was probably 
my fault.  

This mindset created one set of problems in my family.  When things were going well I 
felt pretty good about myself and had a degree of peace.  When things weren’t going 
well I felt like a failure - because it was my fault that everybody wasn’t happy.  This 
mindset created a whole different set of problems with my role in the church.  Y’all are 
great, but there’s almost never a time when everybody is happy with everybody else.  
Consequently I often felt like a failure as a pastor.  I had very little peace because it was 
dependent upon many other people (who were obviously out of my control).  

Though some intense times of counseling and prayer I came to understand that 
because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, God is really is okay with me.  Actually He 
can’t get enough of me.  He loves me as much as He loves Jesus.  And He never 
expected me to keep everybody happy with everybody else - either in my family or in 
the church.  I have to tell you that believing this - believing the gospel really - has 
brought me great freedom and great peace.  I don’t care any less; I probably care more 
about the things that really matter.  But I now understand that my well-being isn’t 
dependent upon me doing things that only God can do!  When I get stressed and 
troubled in heart (which I still do!), I am increasingly able to turn to God in prayer, asking 
Him to do what only He can do.  And as Paul wrote in Philippians 4, the peace of God 
which surpasses all comprehension guards my heart and mind.  

You may be listening to me thinking, “This type of peace sounds nice and spiritual sitting 
here on Sunday morning, but you don’t understand my fears and my troubles.”  If you’re 
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thinking that, you’re 100% correct: I’m not omniscient (I don’t know the half of what 
you’re facing) and my experience is limited (some of you are facing things I never have).  
I would simply challenge you with the observation that Jesus told His disciples, “My 
peace I leave with you” on the night before He was crucified.  And Jesus said, “Do not 
let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful,” to men who had no idea what their future 
held, whose faith would be shaken to the core when they saw Him tortured and crucified 
as a criminal, and who would (almost) all be martyred for their faith.  My point is that 
Jesus gave the gift of peace in the context of His own and His disciples’ unspeakable 
and unjust suffering.  

Honestly, there is no better time than right now to receive the gift of peace that Jesus 
gives.  It’s a trap to think, “Once my circumstances improve then I’ll have peace.”  Jesus 
wants to give you a type of peace that transcends your circumstances.  

Your experience of peace is obviously important for your own well-being.  But it’s also 
important for the well-being of this church (and the body of Christ in general).  The 
church was meant to be a community which experiences the peace of Christ in deep 
and profound ways.  If our individual lives and therefore our fellowship is full of fear and 
strife, we certainly won’t live out our calling.  If we receive and experience the gift of 
peace that Jesus gives, we will have the freedom to live out our calling and to be 
ourselves to the glory of God.  
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