
Sermon Study Guide                           Sermon Date:  Feb 13, 2011 

Loving the Church:  "Everybody needs a family . . ." 
Matthew 12; 1 Timothy 3 

 
Introduction:  Scripture uses many metaphors to help us understand the nature of the 
church.  We are called the bride of Christ (Eph. 5:32); a building (1 Cor. 3:9); and, the 
body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12-27) to name just a few.  Another metaphor that is used is 
family.  Scripture teaches that all believers have one Father, one older brother (Christ) 
and many brothers and sisters in Christ.  And just like our earthy families have done 
much to shape who we are so too this spiritual family is to shape us and help us grow 
up in Christ.  Through our spiritual family we are to learn or re-learn how to think and 
speak and act.  It's not that we can’t walk with God apart from this family, but there are 
certain things that can only be learned in the context of ongoing relationships in a local 
church.  
 
Opening Discussion:  What was one lesson that you learned in your family of origin? 
 
 
Read Matthew 12:46-50 
 
1. What does Jesus say about who are his mother and brothers?  What does he mean 

by this? 
 
 
 

2. What is Jesus teaching about the nature of the church?  
 
 
 

3. What implications does this have for us? 
 
 
 
 
Read 1 Timothy 3:14-15 
 
4. How does Paul describe the church? 

 
 
 

5. What do these passages suggest is at stake when it comes to a healthy functioning 
church family? 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

6. In 1 Tim. 3:1-13 Paul gives instructions for the leadership of God's family.  What 
principles can be derived from the following passages about how we are to function 
as a family? 
 
 
1 Timothy 5:1-2 
 

 
 
1 Timothy 5:3-16 

 
 
 
 
Steve said: 
 

By way of response, I’d like you to ask yourself two questions.  The first question might be 
difficult to face, but I think it’s important:  Has anything dulled my affection for the church 
as my spiritual family?  Ask yourself whether there are reasons why you don’t really love 
the church the way you should.   
 
The question is important because there are many things that can dull our affection for the 
church and therefore make us love the church less than we should.  You may have come 
here today thinking, "I want to go to the church building for an hour or so, sing some songs, 
hear a message, and then leave.  I’m not coming to be part of a family."  Maybe you feel this 
way because you’ve been burned by a church; or maybe you already have a good family and 
don’t feel the need for another one; or maybe you’ve never considered the value of a spiritual 
family. 
 
Second, ask yourself How can I better live as a brother or sister in this family of God?  
This question challenges us to look forward and consider ways that we can better live out our 
calling as the household of God.   

 
7. Has anything dulled your affection for the church as your spiritual family?  If so, 

what? 
 
 
 

8. How can you better live as a brother or sister in this family of God? 
 
 

 
 
 


