
Sermon Study Guide                           Sermon Date:  Oct 17, 2010 

Catastrophic Failure 
2 Samuel 11-12 

 
Introduction:  One of the great things about Scripture is that it never seeks to gloss 
over the failures of God's people.  And therefore, in them we find examples that can 
serve to warn us and keep us from making similar tragic mistakes (1 Cor. 10:11-12).  
Today we look at a tragic time in the life of David when he experienced a catastrophic 
failure.  These events in David's life are a sobering reminder to each one of us that no 
matter how long or deeply we've walked with God, none of us is beyond failure in our 
own spiritual/moral lives.  May we all be warned by David's mistakes and therefore be 
encouraged to pursue a better way. 
 
 
1. Over the past number of weeks, we've learned a lot about David.  How would you 

summarize the kind of person David has been revealed to be up to this point?   
 
 
 
Read 2 Samuel 11:1-27 
 
2. What is significant about the statement in verse 1 that says, "But David stayed at Je-

rusalem"? 
 
 
 

3. How is it possible that David, someone described elsewhere as a man after God's 
own heart (1 Sam. 13:14), could commit adultery and then murder? 
 
 
 

4. What does this episode in David's life reveal to us about the nature of mankind and 
sin? 

 
 
 
5. How have you thought about your own capacity to sin?  Have you leaned more to-

wards an "I'd would never . . . " or an "It's possible that I would . . . " mentality?  
Why? 

 
 
6. What kinds of things can we do to help avoid such a catastrophic failure in our own 

lives? 
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Steve said: 
 

David apparently didn’t have anybody close enough to him to spot the deceitfulness of sin until 
way after the fact.  He was isolated/alone.  Does anybody else know you well enough to know 
your temptations and your sins?  Have you let anybody get close enough to be able to spot the 
deceitfulness of sin in your life?  If we are wise, we won’t live in isolation from others who can 
give us the courage to do God’s will.  Scripture urges us to live in light of our own capacity 
to sin. 

 
7. Does anybody know you well enough to know your temptations and your sins? 
 

 
 

8. Why is isolation so dangerous to our spiritual lives? 
 
 
 
Read 2 Samuel 12:1-15 
 
9. How does David respond when he is confronted with his sin? 
 
 
 
Steve said: 
 

. . . we sometimes lose sight of the fact that by definition, every sin we commit is a sin against 
God. Sin is not the violation of a regulation buried somewhere in a book; sin is a personal of-
fense against the God who loves us and wants us to be exclusively His. Nathan brought David 
back to this truth. . . Until we understand that the sins we commit are first and foremost against 
our heavenly Father, we’ll never really repent (which includes a change of life). We may have a 
guilty conscience or we may feel horrible that we got caught. But unless we see our sin through 
God’s eyes, we won’t repent. David repented and experienced God’s forgiveness – for adultery 
and for murder.  If you read the rest of chapter 12 you’ll see that there were devastating conse-
quences of David’s sin. But he experienced forgiveness. No sin is beyond the grace of God. 

 
10. Why do you think it is important to see our sin as something that is against God and 

not just a violation of a regulation in a book? 
 
 
 
11. How does the story of David help you believe that you can received forgive-

ness/cleansing no matter what you have done? 
 


