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God's House, David's House 
2 Samuel 7 

 
 

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-7 

 
1. What does David desire to do?  Why? 

 
 
 

2. How does God respond to David through the prophet Nathan?   
 
 
 
3. What do 1 Chronicles 22:6-8 and 28:2-3 say about why David was not the one to 

build the temple? 
 
 
 

Steve said: 
 

A Caution: We shouldn’t assume that everything we want to do “for God” is His will.  Dif-
ferent commentators ascribe different motives to David for wanting to build a house for God.  
Some see him as becoming overly ambitious and even trying to control God.  Others see him as 
having honorable motives.  In either case, 2 Samuel 7 makes the point that David wanted to do 
something for God that God didn’t want him to do.  God wanted his son Solomon to build the 
temple.  This simple observation should be a caution to us, a caution against assuming that 
everything we want to do “for God” is His will.   

 
4. How can we know if something we want to do "for God" is really His will? 

 
 

 
Steve said: 
 

. . . there will be . . . times when we need to stop and ask God whether our plans are God’s 
plans.  God speaks through the Word, as we pray and think about things, through circums-
tances, and through the counsel of others.  Discerning whether our plans are God’s will isn’t al-
ways easy; and sometimes we just don’t know until we’ve attempted something for God.  But 
God loves to lead His people.  And so we should be eager to ask whether or not our plans are 
the will of God.  We shouldn’t be paralyzed by the prospect that God doesn’t want us to do 
something we want to do for Him; but there’s a caution here.  Building a temple was a good 
thing David wanted to do, but the timing wasn’t right.   

 
5. Are there any areas right now where you have a sense of wanting to do something 

for God, but you're not really sure if it is His will? 
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Read 2 Samuel 7:8-17 

 
6. What does God say that He will do for David?  What promises does He make to Da-

vid?   
 

 

 

Read Luke 1:31-33 

 

7. What does this passage say about the ultimate fulfillment of the promise to David in 
2 Samuel 7? 

 
 
 
Steve said: 
 

God is committed to establishing the kingdom He promised through David’s “descen-
dant.”  He is just as committed to establishing David’s kingdom in our day as He ever was.  
God promised Abraham that through his descendent/seed all the families of the earth would be 
blessed.  We saw in 2 Samuel 7 that God indicated that His covenant with Abraham would be 
fulfilled through David’s son who would sit on the throne forever.   
 
The very first verse of the New Testament identifies Jesus as this “son of David.”  When Jesus 
was 30 years old He began His public ministry with the announcement, “Repent for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17).  Jesus announced that the time had come for God to es-
tablish His long-awaited kingdom on this earth.  As the NT unfolds, it becomes clear that this 
kingdom will include people from every tribe, tongue, and nation.  And this kingdom is available 
to everybody who wants in.  If you accept Jesus’ sacrifice for your sin, you will enter this king-
dom that is ruled by the Good Shepherd, Jesus.  And you immediately become part of plan to 
extend that kingdom – the same kingdom that God promised to David.   
 
After His resurrection, Jesus told His followers, “Go and make disciples of all the nations. . .”  
Before He returned to the Father, Jesus told them, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses. . .”  In other words, all of Jesus’ followers 
are intimately involved in the expansion of the kingdom of heaven.  And when it comes to estab-
lishing the kingdom, “the church is Plan A and there is no Plan B.”   
 
This means that we can enter into the adventure of extending God’s kingdom with great cou-
rage and energy.  The kingdom of God with David’s descendant on the throne isn’t our bright 
idea that we’re hoping God blesses.  God is fully committed to establishing His kingdom with 
Jesus on the throne.  This conviction should be a strong encouragement– it should give us cou-
rage.   

 
8. How does it make you feel knowing that you are part of God's plan to extend this 

kingdom that was promised to David? 
 
 

 
9. How do you sense God wants you to be involved in extending His kingdom? 


