"How are the Dead Raised?"
1 Corinthians 15:35-49

Today we are going to ponder a question that Paggpin 1 Corinthians 15:35:

35 But someone will say, "How are the dead raiget® with what kind of body do they
come?"

Paul probably isn’t voicing an honest questionslreflecting an attitude of ridicule about the
idea of a bodily resurrection. One strand of Gnelekosophy (later known as Gnosticism)
taught that the immaterial is good and that theenmdtphysical is bad. With that mindset, the
goal of religion is tdree a person from the physical/material. And so tfeaiof living eternally
in a body was ridiculous to some. The questiod Rduaddress is, “How is it possible that the
dead are raised? What kind of bodies would peeyés have?”

We may not think about a bodily resurrection withiaule, but we certainly have our questions
about the topic, don’'t we. Haven't you thoughtotcan it be that a person’s body is placed in
the ground — perhaps for hundreds or thousandsarsy- and is then reanimated?” Or, “What
about people who die at sea or people who are teehaad whose ashes are scattered? Does
God gather up all of their molecules and reconstitunew body for them?” Or, “What about
people who are cremated and whose ashes are thigered in some way?” How is it possible
that the dead are raised?

This is a confusing issue to ponder. Paul’s respda this issue is insightful. Beginning in
verse 36 Paul uses a series of analogies fromandatillustrate that a bodily resurrection is
completely consistent with common things that weegt without question.

God is fully capable of giving us glorious resurrigan bodies (analogies from creation).
(15:36-44a) In answer to the question, “How can it be thatdlead are raised?” Paul replies:

36 You fool! That which you sow does not come te linless it dies; 37 and that which
you sow, you do not sow the body which is to be,elare grain, perhaps of wheat or of
something else.

In effect, when you put a seed in the ground, $ toedie before it “comes to life” (i.e., before it
spouts, grows, and yields produce; Jesus usedahms imagery in John 12:24). Paul has us
think of a seed as a “body”; he also has us thirtk@ plant that grows as another “body” (Paul
calls it “the body which is to be”). Paul pointstahat you don't plant “the body which is to be”
(the plant) in the ground. Rather, you plant lzasen or the seed. The body that you put into
the ground and which dies is very different thambldy which eventually grows.

Paul refers to “bare grain, perhaps of wheat @oofiething elsé The “something else” he had
in mind could well have been ... okra. (If yoaven’t already, you should plant your okra
ASAP; it grows like a weed here in Kansas.) Thian okra seed, the body you sow.
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There is continuity between the body which is puthie ground and “the body which is to be.”
There is also discontinuity: the two are very difet from each other. Paul will use this simple
observation in describing the continuity and digzanty between the body that is put in the
ground and the body that is resurrected.

Paul brings God into view when he writes:
38 But God gives it a body just as He wished, anelaich of the seeds a body of its own.

Paul will repeatedly assert thabdis the one who gives bodies — to plants, to arsalplanets
and starsandto people. Here Paul reminds them that the saategiéves one type of body to
the okra plant “just as He wished,” and that Gogegia different type of body to the okra seed.
Again, Paul is establishing that there is preceftanGod giving one type of body to something
that dies and God giving a very different bodyie same thing when it comes back to life.

In verse 39 Paul points out that the animal kingdiisplays many different types of bodies — all
given by God:
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39 All flesh is not the same flesh, but there ie fiash of men, and another flesh of
beasts, and another flesh of birds, and anothishof

Can we agree that “all flesh is not the same”? [axlthe capacity to give different types of
bodies to different creatures. In verse 40 Paulstto the heavens to illustrate the point further:

40 There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bplig the glory of the heavenly is
one, and the glory of the earthly is another.

Again, there are huge differences between “heavendiyes” and “earthly bodies”; they have
two different types of glory. “Glory” is a richjltdical concept. Glory refers to “weightiness” or
“what makes something impressive” (Thiselton, pid)2 The glory of heavenly bodies is
different from the glory of the earth; they are negsive in different ways. The “glory” of a
galaxy vs. that of the Grand Canyon and the Kona#&ie:
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The glory of the heavens is altogether differeantthe glory of the earth.
In verse 41 Paul points out that even among hegvmies, there are different kinds of glory:

41 There is one glory of the sun, and another gbbthhe moon, and another glory of the
stars; for star differs from star in glory.

Different heavenly bodies have different kinds lairg:
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They are impressive in different ways. And God endieem all.
Are you ready for the point of all these observadi®d Here it is:
42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. . . .
All these observations apply to the resurrectiothefdead. Paul specifically applies the
observation that one type of body is “sown” in gteund and another is resurrected. There’s

continuity between the body that is put in the gieband the one that is resurrected, but there’s
also great discontinuity:
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42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. Ibversa perishable body, it is raised an
imperishable body;

We use the term “perishable” to describe foods ‘thatbad” if you don’t keep them refrigerated.
| had a roommate in college that didn’t realize tiaa fish is perishable; he ate half a can of
tuna, put the rest in a container and put it indingboard. After a week or so it was obvious that
tuna is perishable. Well, our bodies are perisfiabky last for a while, but they eventually go
bad (we eventually die physically). A body thapig in the ground is “sown a perishable

body”; but “it is raised an imperishable body.” IQasurrected bodies will never go bad. They
aren’t subject to death and decay in any way. HEreythat different from our earthly bodies.

43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glorlyis sown in weakness, it is raised in power;

Paul gets at this same idea in Philippians 3:21nwieewrites that Christ “will transform our
lowly bodies so that they will be like his gloriobedy.” Our earthly bodies — even the best of
them — are lowly/dishonorable compared to what'thieg in the resurrection. Remember that
Paul has already established that God is reallg gbgiving glory to different types of bodies
(earthly and heavenly). Our bodies will be raigeatious — just like Jesus’ resurrected body.
We'll talk about this more next week.

We've all been humbled by the “weakness” inherardur earthly bodies. Anybody here tired
or exhausted? Chances are that somebody neas wsleep right now . . . Anybody gotten sick
lately? Anybody ever been so exhausted that yiblike you were shutting down? That's the
human condition in earthly bodies. We get tired aick and exhausted; we need doctors and
medicine and rest. Our earthly bodies are “sowneakness.”

The good news is that our bodies will be “raisegaomer.” This, of course, will be the power of
God coursing through our bodies and our souls. odres will be perfectly suited to
experience the power of God. There will be nothings that inhibits the power of God. Notice
the last contrast:

44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spaiitoody. . . .

Our earthly bodies are “natural” but our resurrddiedies will be “spiritual.” We need to think
carefully at this point. When Paul says “spiritua doesn’t mean “immaterial”; we will not be
ghosts. Our resurrected bodies will be like Clyisgsurrected body. We know from the
Gospels that it was a material body: people coeddisand touch it; Jesus could eat (not because
He had to but because He wanted to). We know frenGospels that Jesus’ body was distinctly
His: it bore the marks of the crucifixion; theresan@ntinuity between the body that was put into
the grave and the body that was resurrected. ¥éekalow that Jesus’ body wasn’t subject to

the normal limitations of earthly bodies: He coaltter a room even when the doors were shut
(John 20:26). Those are characteristics of Jesistual, resurrected body.

Again, if God can give Jesus that type of resuecttody, He can do the same for us. Paul is
impressing upon us that God is fully capable ofrgjws glorious resurrection bodies. He’s
proven His capability in creation and in Jesus.
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But there might remain a lingering doubt about wikebr not God would actually do this for
me. You might think, “I'm pretty sure He’d do tHisr the Apostle Paul and the Apostle John
and Billy Graham; but I'm not so sure He'd ever male glorious.” Ever thought that? | have.
But what we see in the next few verses is Ghad guarantees glorious resurrected bodies to all
who are “in Christ.” (15:44b-49)

In the middle of verse 44 Paul changes gears.ste ionger merely arguing that there’s
precedent for different beings having differentaymf bodies. He begins arguing that a
resurrected spiritual body is a necessity for thelse are in Christ. Our salvation is so
comprehensive that it will extend not merely to sauls, but also to our bodies. Notice how
Paul makes this point:

44 . . . If there is a natural body, there is @spiritual body. 45 So also it is written,
"The first MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL." The Ist Adam became a life-
giving spirit.

In verse 45 Paul is making reference to GenesisvRi@h reads:

7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust from theaugth and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a d¢j\neing.

The first man, Adam, had a natural body like oudibs. The last Adam, Jesus Christ, by
contrast “became a life-giving spirit.” This isomably a reference to Jesus’ resurrection
existence. Whereas Jesus was always a spiritiral, kedter the resurrection, his spirituality
extended even to His body. As our Savior; Jesussdife to all who trust in Him. By virtue of
His death and resurrection He “became a life-giapmgit.”

46 However, the spiritual is not first, but theurat; then the spiritual. 47 The first man
is from the earth, earthy; the second man is freawbn.

The first man, Adam, had a natural body, made filoenearth. The second man, Jesus, has a
spiritual body from heaven.

So far so good, but what does this have to do usth Why does it matter that Jesus has a
spiritual, heavenly body? Paul makes an argunrent the principle of corporate solidarity: if
you are “in Adam” (if you are one of his descendgnhe things that were true of him are true
of you; and if you are “in Christ” (if you belong Him), what is true of Him is also true of you.
This is Paul’s point in verses 48 and 49:

48 As is the earthy, so also are those who arbyand as is the heavenly, so also are
those who are heavenly. 49 Just as we have bloenenge of the earthy, we will also
bear the image of the heavenly.

Just as we have earthly bodies by virtue of thetfeat we are “in Adam,” so too we will also

have spiritual, heavenly bodies by virtue of thet that we are in Christ. A glorious resurrection
body is not a bonus prize for a select few (i.esthwho are REALLY holy); it is a guarantee for
all who are in Christ. Whatever happened to Jesusemato those who are in Jesus. Just as we
have “borne the image of the earthy, we will alsarthe image of the heavenly.”
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You may be thinking, “So what?” Why does it matteat we know that we’re going to be raised
in glorious spiritual bodies? Next week we’ll sbat there’s a very practical application for us;
we’ll see in verse 58 that the guarantee of a rested body means that what we do here in
these bodies matters — it's not for nothing. Buat's next week. This week | want to answer the
guestion, “So what?” by pointing out a couple ohys that our resurrection tells us about God.
After all, the Bible is about God. So let's noteeouple of things that this passage reminds us
about God — especially in relation to how He reddteHis people.

First, God loves us more than we can imagin@®ur eventual resurrection is not some
mechanical action that God is obligated to perfomour behalf. No, our resurrection is yet
another expression of God’s deep love for us. Whed conceived of our salvation in eternity
past, he purposed that He would love us to thedtkxtent. He loves us so much that He is not
only going to take away everything hurtful and dedive in our lives; He is positively going to
make us glorious — impressive in a way that wetoaren imagine. Again, this is not something
God does grudgingly because hiesto because we somehow snuck into the Kingdom. God
does this joyfully and graciously because He wamts

Second, this passage reminds us @& is serious about transforming us into the likess of
Jesus Christ. We should understand our future bodily resuroectn connection with

everything else we know about our salvation. Tdsrrection is only the last step in God’s
process of transforming us into the likeness ofigé&hrist. God always finishes what He
begins. And that includes the transformation Heggun in the lives of His children. Paul wrote
in Philippians 3:20-21:

20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from whicloalge eagerly wait for a Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the badypur humble state into conformity
with the body of His glory, by the exertion of thewer that He has even to subject all
things to Himself.

God’s commitment to transforming us into the likenef Jesus extends all the way to
transforming our humble/weak bodies into conformwvith His glorious resurrected body. This
should give us great confidence that God is serasit our transformation.

And this should give us great encouragement abaublgoing transformation in this life.
Sometimes we look at our lives and wonder if wevler change. We see our impatience, our
anger, our fears, our lusts, our insecurities,apathy, etc. So often we feel stuck in our sinful
habits. Thank God that the Christian life isn’babour ability to get ourselves unstuck. It's
about God’s ability to transform us into the imageesus Christ. Yes, we actively participate
in this transformation, but we have to know thatil@the One who will accomplish it. The fact
that God who will one day transform us bodily ithe image of Jesus should remind us that God
is serious about our progressive transformatiahislife. Bring to mind an area of your life
that needs to be transformed. Look at that argawf life in light of what God will one day
make you. If God can transform you bodily into likeness of Jesus, know that God can
transform this area of your life. Because of hésde love for you, God is serious about
progressively conforming you into the image of GtriAnd that should give you
encouragement.



