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Deepening of Prayer at Faith

By: Steve Ratliff, Senior Pastor

We desire for every member to have

a rich, growing life of prayer, and for

every ministry of the church to begin
in petition and end in praise.

(from Faith’s Vision, April 2008)

A core component of our Vision for
Faith includes a deepening of our cor-
porate and individual prayer life. We
don’t want to deepen our prayer life
merely because that's what Christians
are “supposed to do.” Rather our vision
is fueled by the realization that God has
given us a mission that can only be ful-
filled when He Himself acts. Our mis-
sion is nothing less than making disci-
ples among every grouping of people
on earth (both here at home and in the
farthest corners of the planet). A mo-
ment’s reflection convinces us that we'd
be foolish not to ask God to guide and
empower our efforts to bring people to
a place of discipleship in which they
follow Jesus in every area of life.

For me personally, | become rather
complacent in my praying when | am
not trusting God to do very much in me
or through me. On the other hand, my
praying can be quite fervent and per-
sistent when | am facing some issue
that is obviously “out of my league.” My
prayer life reflects how keenly | sense
the need for God’s guidance, power,
protection, etc.

Something similar happens corporately.
Our praying can be complacent when
we're not really trusting God in substan-
tive, life-impacting ways. On the other
hand, our praying can be fervent and
faith-filled when we are trusting God to
do things that only He can. The 24-
hour prayer event in anticipation of our
current Alpha course is a good exam-
ple of this dynamic. Those who partici-
pated entered into prayer with the
sense that God was eager to hear and
answer the petitions poured out on be-

half of those in our community who des-
perately need to know God.

The reality (whether we sense it or not)
is that God is always on the move in our
midst and in our world. It is therefore
always appropriate that we pray fer-
vently, trusting God to guide and em-
power what we do corporately and indi-
vidually. Peter expressed this mindset
when he wrote, “The end of all things is
at hand; therefore, be of sound judg-
ment and sober spirit for the purpose of
prayer” (1 Peter 4:7).

We are doing a couple of things this
summer in pursuit of this deepening of

our prayer life. First, we will be teaching
a five-—




