Our vision for Faith includes being a church
that excels at “welcome and acceptance.”

We want to be a church that shows extrava-
gant hospitality to people who need a place
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Looking for a place to be-
long? Looking to be encour-
aged in your spiritual
growth? Consider joining a
Life Group next semester.
Most Life Groups meet
weekly for fellowship, study
and prayer.

Registration for Life
Groups will start January
3rd and continue until Janu-
ary 17th.

New Life Groups Cata-
logues will be available Sun-
day, January 3rd. We encour-
age you to check out the vari-
ous groups and sign up for
one that works for you.

*Please note Life Group
Leadership training takes
place January 16th from 9
a.m. until noon.

to belong and who need Christ. Quite often
this welcome and acceptance begins by pro-
viding the opportunity for people to worship
on Sunday mornings.

It's been exciting to see many of you invite
family and friends to join you in worship.
Quite a few people are attending worship on
Sunday who don'’t yet know Christ and/or
who have never attended church regularly.
Inviting people into the presence of God in
worship allows us to play a vital role in
helping people become followers of Christ.

This fall our 11:00 worship service has con-

sistently been “full.” Some
Sundays this service has been
so full that some guests
haven't been willing to brave
the crowd to find a seat.
Granted, this is a “good prob-
lem” to have, but our vision
for being a church that wel-
comes people into our midst
compels us to address our
overcrowding. Generally
speaking, when someone
makes the effort to come to
worship, God is at work in
that person’s life. We cer-
tainly don’t want to hinder
God’s working by not having
room for such people to wor-
ship.

We realize a long-term solu-
tion will probably involve
building a larger space for
worship. We are also consid-
ering the possibility of adding
a fourth worship service. But
in the short-term we would
like to see some of you who
attend the 11:00 service come
to one of the earlier services
(at 8:00 or 9:30). We realize
that you attend the service

you do because it best fits your schedule and
your Sunday morning routine. And so we're

asking you to make a change for the common
good. Some of you have done this already;
thank you!

Specifically, we would like to request that 40
to 50 of you who currently attend the 11:00
service commit to coming to an earlier service
for the spring semester (mid-January through
mid-May). This would allow us to continue
welcoming newcomers into worship during
the 11:00 hour. If you are willing to make

this change, could you let me know via email
(steve@faithmanhattan.org )? I'd just like to
have a sense of how many of you are planning
to make this change.

Please know that we won'’t be monitoring
which service you attend or giving you a hard
time if the change simply doesn’t work out. If
you make this commitment, there will proba-
bly be Sundays when the only hour you can
worship is the 11:00 hour. That's completely
fine.

On an unrelated note, thanks for the feedback
you've given Brian and me on the sermon
series on Mary. It's been good for us to study
and teach about Jesus’ mother.

—John Gwili Jenkins

From “Wales and the Virgin Mary



As many of you know, last year the Youth Ministry
and the Reynosa Missions Team had to make a tough d eci-
sion to cancel the mission trip to Reynosa Mexico.  As this
next year’s spring break approaches the Youth Minis  try has
decided to go another direction. A group of Youth and | re-
viewed a couple of opportunities for service and mi  ssion a
few weeks ago. Favorably, we were lead to choose t o organ-
ize a trip to the New Orleans area to offer our han din the
ongoing Hurricane Relief efforts with the EFCA. Wh  at we
liked about the opportunity to serve in New Orleans  was an
emphasis on holistic service, partnership with the  commu-
nity, partnership with the local church, and the op  portunity
for all to serve in whatever gifting they may have.

This Servant Event does not require a specific ski |l
set. There are many different types of service tha tcan and
will be done. The type of service the team may be providing
will range from possible home reconstruction and re  pair, tree
debris and removal, cleaning out flood damaged home s, dry
wall demolition, serving in the Trinity Cares minis try (on
site with local church), helping with meal prep and  clean-up,
assisting with work assessments, ministry follow-up , rela-
tional ministry in communities, prayer walks, maint enance,

city children’s ministry, and or whatever needs may  arise.

One of the things | appreciate about this opportun ity
is the heart for developing all who come to return  and serve in
the communities we live in. Specifically, The Hurr  icane Relief
team onsite will train the team in any skill necess  ary for the
task at hand. As well the on-site team will work w ith our team
to help train and equip us for leadership and servi  ce so that we
may return and give back into our own community as  well.

We are reserving a set number of spots for our team and so it is
important that you begin praying and considering se  rving on
this Spring Break Servant Event now. Youth who are  cur-
rently in our Church will receive first considerati on, however
we will of course need and desire adults to accompa ny and help
lead as well. In fact the EFCA recommends aratio  of one adult
per four youth. We will need to form the team shor tly as we
will need to organize fundraisers and the like. Th  erefore, | am
asking that if you are certain you want to particip  ate, and Lord
willing plan to, please email Youth Pastor Russell  Soppe at
russ@faithmanhattan.org. Deadlines for the team w ill be
sometime in early January and will require a $20 no  n-
refundable deposit. | will be posting more informa  tion shortly
at the Youth Website ( www.faithefreeyouth.com ) for you to
review. Thank you and God bless.

Thanks for your continuous support of the FEFC  Chil-
dren’s Ministry. The more | do this job the more |  believe the
first twelve years of a child’s life are criticalt o0 a healthy
worldview and life-long following of Jesus.

On December 27th and January 3rd there will be  no chil-
dren’s Sunday School or Little Kid's Church. This g ives our
volunteers a break from the hard work they putine ach
week. The nursery will still be in operation as us ual. If any-
one is willing to help in the nursery over the next  four Sun-
days you might send me a quick email or give me ac all. Our
college aged volunteers typically take a break over the holi-
days as well.

We will start a smaller scale recruitment push ~ soon. We
have several classroom teacher spots that we need t ofill. In

November

General Giving (non-designated) $62,545.00
Other (missionary support, etc.) 2851.00

Total Receipts $65,396.00

addition to that we are wanting to increase the qua ity of
other areas of ministry. Whether your gifts lie in areas of
administration, hospitality, or leadership there is a place and
a way for you to make a lasting impact in the lives  of our chil-
dren.

| have started to communicate with parents thr  ough the
use of a blog and email distribution system. If yo u would like
to be made aware of what is going on in the Childre n’s wing
please visit www.faithmanhattan.org/cmreport  or email me to
be added to the list.

Thanks for all you do. We pray for a Merry Ch  ristmas for
everyone.

Year-to-Date
$633,516.68

46,205.70
$679,722.38

The 2009 Operating Budget monthly need for non-desi gnated giving is $61,237.68. Thank you for your gen erous giving

throughout the year to Faith!




| hope everyone is enjoying the holiday season! It 'sa
bit cold for my taste, but I'm still really glad to be here with
y'all. This half of the year has gone by so quickl y. | have
been really encouraged by your support, hospitality , and
warmth, so thank you so much!

We’'re in the middle of the Advent season - atimet o
pause and remember what our God has done for usin  sending
His Son, and a time to look ahead for the work of C hrist that
is yet to come. Let's celebrate Christ’s birth by  finding places
to show the kind of love Christ has so generously s hown us, to
serve with the same selflessness He has modeled for us.

Thanks to all who came out to the Stephen Miller
concert! He and his band felt so welcomed and supp orted.
The concert was a success, and a very meaningful ti me of wor-
ship, as well! Thanks for allowing them to come an d share
the message that God has given them. We also had o ver a
dozen children sponsored through Compassion Interna tional,
as well!

Something to be aware of: David Pauls will be lead-
ing a hymn-sing this upcoming Wednesday evening (De c.
16th) at 7:00 p.m. here at the church! So, come o n out with
the family to gather and be a part of some traditio  nal carol-

ing!
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This month Pastor Steve highly recommends
ment to the Advent sermon series. McKnight explore

on earth.” He further, “...dismantles the myths and
while introducing us, “to a woman who is a model fo

The Real Mary by Scot McKnight, as a supple-
s, “...the contours of Mary’s life, from
the moment she learned of God'’s plan for the Messia h, to the culmination of Christ's ministry
also challenges our prejudices,” all the
r faith, and who points us to her son.”
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"Picture This"...a life of trusting God completely, and relin-
quishing control to Him. Register now to join Dian n Goodyear
and the women of FEFC on February 5th and 6th, 2010  for the
annual Women's Retreat, to be held here at FEFC. E arly bird
price is $15 if you register before January 10th.  Regular price
is $20, and registration ends January 24th. Regist ration in-
cludes a catered dinner, dessert, a full breakfast on Saturday
morning, and wonderful fellowship! Diann Goodyear  will be
speaking on Proverbs 3:5-6, and what it means to fu lly trust

God in all areas of our lives. The weekend always proves to

be beneficial to all who attend. Visit the Women's  Ministry
Table to pick up an information card, to register, and to
pay. Pick up some extra information cards to invit e your

friends and neighbors as well. Scholarships are av ailable if
needed for the cost of registration. Please contac t Renatta
Welsh if you have any questions or are in need of a scholar-
ship. (renattawelsh@marykay.com , 410-7515). See you
there!
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"Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alertinit  with
an attitude of thanksgiving...." Colossians 4:2, N ASB
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Frances Wood was a woman who wouldn'’t necessarily
stand out at the church until you talked to her. S he wasn’t on
any committee and you wouldn’t see her “working the  crowd”
on Sunday morning. She was a prayer warrior. She spent her
time in prayer, talking to our Heavenly Father. Sh e cared
deeply about bringing others to Christ, and regular ly lifted joys
and concerns to God on behalf of others.

When Frances died this past summer, the Renewed
Minds ABF, of which she had been a part for years, wanted to
do something in her memory. How fitting it is that they would
collect donations and purchase a garden bench as a place for
prayer. One thing led to another, and the idea for  a prayer
garden in the woods came forth. The prayer garden is a patio
area with low walls around it for additional seatin g, with the
garden bench as a focal point. The garden is locat ed between

the church and the Rocky Ford historical school (ju st follow
the pathway from the north parking lot).

As we follow our vision for a deepening of prayer in
the life of our church, please make use of this pra yer gar-
den. Itis a special place to appreciate God’'s bea uty and a
little solace away from the chaos. Feel free to us e this area
for a time of personal or group prayer, to teach a  Bible story
to children, or just to sit in God's presence and a ppreci-
ate His creation. It may be a part of His plan for  us to spend
some time in the prayer garden, seeking His willin  our lives
as well as interceding for others.

Frances Wood was a gift to our church for the tim e
she was here on earth, and we have all benefited by the
prayers she prayed on our behalf. We will remember her as
a faithful disciple of Christ, a woman of prayer. This prayer
garden is a fitting memorial for her.
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I've been so excited about the sermon series on
Mary. Since the moment the angel appeared to Mary u  ntil
now, her story has been fascinating. She has been p ainted,
prayed to, discovered on grilled cheese sandwiches and on
the tops of mountains in France. Shrines have been set up to
her. People have looked to her to perform miracles or to con-
vince her Son to perform miracles. As a result we h ave
thrown out the Baby’s mother with the bath water. C  ertainly
we should not ascribe to her what only belongs to h er Son,
but neither should we ignore her. Mary, this “lowly servant
girl” has a lot to teach us and we need to be among those who
“from now on call (her) blessed”.

In the Old Testament God related to his humankind
through an elaborate system of laws, sacrifices, pr iests. He
set up a system that the people couldn’t possibly s ucceed at.
They were human. They failed. And he knew that they
would. He let them try again and again and again. H e was
preparing the stage for the grand entrance of Grace and
Hope... for the birth of Jesus.

And He chose Mary to be the woman that would
bear the Son. She was the package, the vessel, the container.
Hers was the womb. She alone was chosen for the uni que
privilege of being the first to be literally indwel  t with God
himself, with the Son, to contain the very Presence of God.

And what was Mary’s response? Her first reaction
was confusion but not doubt. She was perplexed over the
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biology of the whole thing. How could this happen?  Spiritually
she didn’t hesitate for a minute. There was woven i nto the fab-
ric of Mary’s soul an eagerness, a faith, an expect ancy that
looked to God fully believing he would do what he s aid. She
didn’t flinch. She didn’t hesitate. She said yesto  God. And her
yes brought Jesus into her world. Mary’s yes delive red the
Christ to those around her and ultimately to us!

Mary was the first to give home to the indwelling pres-
ence of God—the Son in embryonic form was knit toge therin
Mary’s womb, fearfully and wonderfully. And because  of her
agreeing in faith to house the Holy One we also are invited into
a similar experience. We also at the point of our b  elieving, at
the moment of faith, are in some way also overshado wed by the
Holy One and filled with the Spirit. It is no less a miracle than
that first filling. The reality is just as sure tha t God himself is
with us. He has left us His Spirit and He residesi n us—
fearfully and wonderfully. We too are Filled with G od. He is
Emmanuel. God with us.

We may at times experience the perplexity: how can
this be? And yet let us also join with Mary in fait  h. Let us not
flinch back in fear from being overshadowed
by God! Let us not hesitate to surrender to
God, to what He is doing in our lives, to how
He wants to use us to deliver Christ to the
world around us. Mary was our example. Let
us join with her and say “yes” to our great
God!



